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Abstract

Using the methods developed by Kolldr, Voisin, ourselves, Totaro,
we prove that a cyclic cover of P, n > 3 of prime degree p, ramified
along a very general hypersurface of degree mp is not stably rational
if n+1 < mp. In small dimensions, we recover double covers of P2,
ramified along a quartic (Voisin), and double covers of P ramified
along a sextic (Beauville), and we also find double covers of P¢ rami-
fied along a sextic. This method also allows one to produce examples
over a number field.
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1 Introduction

A projective variety X over a field k is stably rational if for some n the vari-
ety X x PP} is rational. There exist stably rational but not rational varieties
[1]. In [10], Claire Voisin introduced a method to show that a variety X is
not stably rational. It is based on an integral decomposition of the diagonal
in the Chow group CH¥™X(X x X) and on a specialization argument. It
enabled her to show that a double cover of P%, branched along a very general
surface of degree 4 is not stably rational. In [4|, we considered the property
of C'Hy-universal triviality, which is equivalent to the integral decomposition
of the diagonal for smooth projective varieties and which made the special-
ization method more flexible, in particular, allowing specializations over a
discrete valuation ring of positive characteristic. We showed that for a very
general choice of coefficients, a smooth complex quartic threefold is not sta-
bly rational.
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Definition 1.1. Let f : X — Y be a projective morphism between varieties
over a field k. We say that f is C'Hy-universally trivial, if for any field
extension L/k the map f. : CHo(Xy) — CHy(YL) is an isomorphism. If
Y = Speck and f is the structure morphism, then we say that X is CHy-
universally trivial.

In particular, a smooth, projective stably rational variety is C' Hyp-universally
trivial.

In |2, 3|, A. Beauville considered the case of double covers of P, branched
along a very general surface of degree 6, as well as the case of double covers
of P¢ and P2, branched along a very general hypersurface of degree 4. In [5],
A. Kresch, B. Hassett, and Y. Tschinkel consider the case of certain conic
bundles over surfaces.

B. Totaro [9] proved that a very general hypersurface of degree d in IP%H
is not stably rational, provided d > 2[(n + 2)/3] and n > 3; in the proof he
uses Kolldr’s results [7, 8] on double covers in characteristic 2 and a special-
ization property of the C'Hy-universal triviality [4, Thm. 1.14] over a discrete
valuation ring with function field of characteristic zero and residue field of
positive characteristic. B. Totaro pointed out in [9] that the methods above
also apply to more general covers: in this paper we continue investigations
of cyclic covers in positive characteristic and show the following result (see
Theorem 4.1):

Theorem 1.2. Let X be a cyclic, degree p cover of P&, with n > 3, branched
along a very general hypersurface f(xg,...,z,) = 0 of degree mp. Assume
that m(p — 1) <n+1 < mp. Then X is a Fano variety that is not stably
rational.

As in [9], we also obtain examples over number fields.

Note that for n = 3,;m = p = 2 we get double covers of P2, branched
along a quartic (more general results are obtained in the work [10]), for
n = 3,m = 3,p = 2 we obtain another proof of the results in [3].

For n +1 < mp Kollar proved that the covers we consider are not ruled
[6]. Hovewer, this does not lead to results on stable rationality, since there
exist stably rational varieties of dimension 3 that are not rational [1].

2 (CHpy-universal triviality of singular varieties

Lemma 2.1. Let k be an algebraically closed field and X an integral projec-
tive variety over k. Let U C X be a nonempty Zariski open set. Then for



any point z € X (k) there exists a cycle & € Zo(U) rationally equivalent to z

Proof. 1If X = C is an integral curve with normalization D, then the state-
ment follows from the triviality of the Picard group of the semilocal rings
of D. In the general case, it suffices to observe that there exists an integral
curve C, such that z € C and C NU # 0. O

Lemma 2.2. Let k be an algebraically closed field and X an integral projec-
tive k-rational variety. If X is smooth on the complement of a finite number
of closed points, then X 1is universally C Hy-trivial.

Proof. Let ) ## U C X be an open subset isomorphic to an open subvariety
of P?. Let F/k be some field extension. Any smooth point z € Xp(F) is
rationally equivalent on Xp to a zero-cycle in Zy(Ur). Using the lemma
above, the same holds for any k-point of X. As in [4, Lemma 1.5 |, we find
that every cycle in Zy(Xp) is rationally equivalent to a cycle Nz, for some
N and a (fixed) point x € U(k) C U(F) C X(F).

O

Lemma 2.3. Let k be an algebraically closed field and X a connected pro-
jective variety over k. If each reduced component of X is a k-rational variety
with isolated singular points, then X is universally C Hy-trivial.

Proof. It suffices to invoke the previous lemma and [4, Example 1.3.] O

In the next section we apply Lemma 2.3 to exceptional divisors of reso-
lutions of singularities. We also give a more general statement for the union
of C'Hy-universally trivial varieties. In this article, we will only need Lemma
2.3.

Lemma 2.4. Let X be a projective reduced geometrically connected variety
over a field k and X = U,fil X, its decomposition into irreducible components.
Assume that

(i) each X; is geometrically irreducible and C Hy-universally trivial;

(11) each intersection X; N X, is either empty or contains a 0-cycle z;; of
degree 1.

Then X is C'Hy-universally trivial.



Proof. Let L/k be a field extension and z € C'Hy(X}) a cycle of degree 0.
Since X is geometrically connected, the dual graph of geometric irreducible
components contains a path through all its vertices: there exists a sequence
of indices iy, .. .4y, 1 <i; < N (where m could be greater than N), such that
{ir, ... yim} ={1,..., N} and X;;, 1 NX; 1 is not empty for any 1 < j < m.

There exists a decomposition z = >z, where z;, € CHy(Xj,z) is
of degree d;, > d; = 0 (with an arbitrary choice of z; on the intersec-
tions, some z;; could be trivial). Then z;, = d12,4,r in CHy(Xj 1), so that
Ziy + 2ziy, = (dy + d2)zigisr in CHy(X;, 1 U Xi,1). Proceeding in this way, we
obtain z =Yz, = (>_d;)zi,,_, i, = 0 in CHy(XL). O

Remark. Condition (i) holds if there exists a resolution of singularities
7« X; — X;, such that X; is C'Hp-universally trivial and all (scheme) fibres
of m; are C' Hy-universally trivial (see. [4], Prop. 1.8.)

3 Cyclic covers and singularities

We first recall some properties of cyclic covers |7, Section V], [8].

Let p be a prime and f(xo,...,z,) a homogeneous polynomial of degree
mp with coefficients in a field k. A cyclic cover of P}, branched along
f(zo,...,x,) =0, is a subvariety of P(m,1,1,...,1) given by

vy’ — f(zo,...,x,) = 0.

If char k = p, such a cyclic cover is almost never smooth, its singularities
correspond to the critical points of f.

Definition 3.1. A critical point of a polynomial g(xy,...,x,) over a field
k is a point P, such that Og/0z;(P) = 0, for all i. A critical point P of a
polynomial g is nondegenerate if the determinant ]822699:_
critical point of a homogeneous polynomial f(xq,. .. ,xn)Jis a critical point of
one of the polynomials f(zo, ..., Ti—1, 1, Tiz1, ..., Tn).

(P)| is nonzero. A

If chark = 2 and n is odd, then all critical points of a polynomial
g € klxy,...,z,] are degenerate.



Definition 3.2. Let char k = 2 andn odd. A critical point P of a polynomial
g(x1,...,2,) is almost nondegenerate, if

length Opn p/(0g/021(P),...,09/0x,(P)) = 2.

In order to investigate stable rationality we need some results on resolu-
tions of singularities of cyclic covers (see also [6]).

Lemma 3.3. Let k be an algebraically closed field of characteristic 2 and let

X yzzf(xl,...,asn)

be an affine cyclic cover singular at P = (y,xy,...,x,) = (0,0,...,0), where
n > 2 is even and (0,...,0) is a nondegenerate critical point of f. Let
X — X be the blow-up of P. Then:

(i) Locally around P the cover X is given by the equation
Y =210 + 23Ty + o T 1T+ g(T0, .2,
where each monomial of g(x1,...,x,) is of degree at least three.
(ii) E is universally C Hy-trivial and X is smooth in a neighbourhood of E.

Proof. See Exercise V.5.6.6 in [7] for property (i) (and the proof of Theorem
3.7 below).
Let us prove (7). It suffices to consider the following charts of the blow-

up:

1. ; = yz, 1 <i<mn,and X is given by the equation
1
=22+ 23244 ... + Zn12n + ?g(yzl, ey YZn)

in affine coordinates y, 21, . .. 2,.

Note that the polynomial %g(yzl, ..., Yzyp) is divisible by y. The ex-

ceptional divisor E of the blow-up X — X is defined by the condition
y = 0. We obtain the equation of E in this chart:

2129 + 2324+ ...+ 212y, = 1,

which gives a smooth quadric. The variety X is smooth at every point
of E (it follows from the equation of X).



2.y =wzy, ; = 112, © # 1. The exceptional divisor £ is defined by the
condition ;1 = 0. We obtain the following equations for X and F in
this chart:

1
2
w' =294 2324+ ...+ 2Zp_12n + Pg(xl,xlz% e T12p)
1

and
29 = —(2324 + ...+ 2p_12n) + W,

respectively. Hence £ is smooth and rational (since £ is isomorphic to
an affine space with coordinates zs, . .. z,,w). The variety X is smooth
at every point of F.

We obtain that the exceptional divisor E' is a smooth rational variety, hence,
universally C'Hy-trivial (see [4, Lemma 1.5]).
O

Lemma 3.4. Let k be an algebraically closed field of characteristic 2 and let

X y2:f(l'1,...,$n)

be an affine cyclic cover, singular at P = (y, 1, ...,x,) = (0,0,...,0), where
n > 3 is odd and (0,...,0) is an almost nondegenerate critical point of f.
Let X — X be the blow-up of P. Then:

(i) Locally around P the cover X is given by the equation
y? = ax] + xox3 + 145 + ..+ Tp1Ty + g(T1, ., T0),

where each monomial of g(x1,...,x,) is of degree at least three, and
the coefficient b of the polynomial g at x3 is nonzero.

(ii) E is universally C' Hy-trivial and X is smooth in a neighbourhood of E.

Proof. See Exercise V.5.7 in [7] for property (i) (and the proof of Theorem
3.7 below).
Let us prove (7). It suffices to consider the following charts of the blow-

up:

1. z; = yz, 1 <i<mn,and X is given by the equation
9 1
l=az{+ 2023+ 2425+ ...+ Zn_12n + ?g(yzl, e YZn)

in affine coordinates vy, 21, ... z,.



Note that the polynomial Z%g(yzl, ..., Yzp) is divisible by y. The ex-

ceptional divisor E of the blow-up X — X is given by the condition
y = 0. We obtain the equation of E in this chart:

2
az] + 2923 + 2425 + ...+ Zp_12, = 1.

For a = 0 we obtain the product of A' and a smooth quadric. For
a # 0 we obtain an irreducible quadric with one singularity at the
point z; = 0,7 > 1, and az? = 1.

Then X is smooth at every point of E: a singular point of X should
satisfy the conditions: zo = ... =2, =0,y =0, bz} =0 and az? = 1,
which is impossible.

2. Yy = wre, T; = T9z;, 1+ # 2. The exceptional divisor E is given by the
condition x5 = 0. In this chart, we obtain the following equations for

X and E:
2 2
w'=az]+ 23+ 2425+ ...+ Zn_12n + Pg(:vgzl,xg, ToZg ..., TozZy)
2
and

23 = — (022 + 2425 + ...+ Zp_12n) + WP

respectively. As above, the polynomial
z%g(mzl, To, X923 ..., T2, is divisible by z5. Hence E is smooth and
2

rational (it is isomorphic to an affine space) and X is smooth at every
point of E.

3. y = wxy, v; = 112, © # 1. The exceptional divisor F is given by the
condition z; = 0. In this chart, we obtain the following equations for
X and E:

1
2
W' =a+ 2923 + 2425 + ... + Zp_12n + Pg(:vl,xlz'g, ey T12n)

1
and
2
a+ 2923+ zazs + ...+ 2p_12n, — W =0

respectively. The variety E is an irreducible quadric with one singular-
ity at the point 2; = 0 for all 7 and a — w? = 0. Since the coefficient of
g at 23 is nonzero, X is smooth at every point of E (similarly as in 1).

We obtain that E is irreducible and has an isolated singular point (¢:1:0:
...0), with ¢ = a, and an open subvariety of F is smooth and rational. By
Lemma 2.3, E is universally C Hy-trivial.

O



Lemma 3.5. Let k be an algebraically closed field of characteristic p > 2
and

Xy = flzy,...,2,)

an affine cyclic cover singular at P = (y,x1,...,x,) = (0,0,...,0), where
(0,...,0) is a nondegenerate critical point of f. Assume that n is even.
Then:

(i) Locally around P the cover X is given by the condition
Y’ = 12y + 324 + ...+ Tp12y + (21, . .., T,), where each monomial
of g(x1,...,x,) is of degree at least three.

(ii) After blowing up P and a finite number of isolated singular points above
P one obtains a variety X which is smooth in a neighbourhood of Xp
and such that the fibre Xp is universally CHy-trivial (but Xp is not
irreducible in general).

Proof. See Exercise V.5.6.6 in [7] for property (7) (and the proof of Theorem
3.7 below).

Let us prove (ii). Let X’ — X be the blow-up of X at P. It suffices to
consider the following charts:

1. y = wxy, x; = 112, © # 1. The exceptional divisor E is given by the
condition x; = 0. In this chart, we obtain the following equations for

X’ and E:
:1311’_210” =29+ 2324+ ...+ Zp_12n + ﬁg(ml, X129,y ..., T12p)
1
(where the polynomial ég(xl, X129, ...,%12,) is divisible by z1) and

29 = —(2324 + ...+ zn_lzn).
Hence, F is smooth and rational and X’ is smooth at every point of F.
2. x; =yz, 1 <i<mnand X’'is given by the equation

-2

1
YT =220+ 2324+ .+ Zp_12n + Eg(yzl, s YZn)-

The exceptional divisor E of the blow-up X’ — X is given by the
condition y = 0. In this chart, we obtain the equation of E:

2129+ 2324 + ...+ Zn_12n = 0.



This defines a quadric which is singular at (z1,...,2,) = (0,...,0).

Note that X’ is singular at one point P’ = (y, z1,...,2,) = (0,...0) if
p > 3 and smooth if p = 3. If p > 3, let X” — X’ be the blow-up of
X" at P'. Similarly, consider the following charts:

(a) y = 21w, z; = t;z1, i # 1. In this chart, the exceptional divisor
E'’ is given by the condition z; = 0. In this chart, we obtain the
following equations for X” and E':

_ 1
U)piZZf 1 = tQ + t3t4 + ...+ tnfltn -+ ?h(zlw, 21, thz, Ce ,thn),
1

to+taty + ...+ 1ty =0,

respectively, where we denote y%g(yzl, e yzZn) = h(y, 21, 2n).
Note that the polynomial h(zjw, z1, z1ta, . . ., z1t,) is divisible by
z}. We obtain that E’ is smooth and rational: it is the product of
A (corresponding to the coordinate w), and the variety fiven by

tz = —<t3t4 + ...+ tnfltn).

Also X” is smooth at every point of £’ in this chart.

(b) z; = yt;, 1 < i < n. In this chart, the exceptional divisor E’ is
given by the condition y = 0 and X” is given by the condition

1
yp—4 = tth + t3t4 + ...+ tn—ltn + Eg(yztl, e ,yztn).

The polynomial y%g(thl, ..., y*t,) is divisible by y and the ex-
ceptional divisor £’ is a quadric given by the equation

tito +t3ts + ... +t,1t, = 0.

Similarly, X" is singular at one point (y,tq,...,t,) = (0,...0) if
p > 5 and smooth if p = 5. If X” is singular, we repeat the
previous construction. After a finite number of such operations
we obtain X — X with X smooth at every point above P and
such that all the exceptional divisors are rational varieties which
are either smooth or singular at one isolated point, as described
above.

From the description of the exceptional divisors and Lemma 2.3 we obtain
that the fibre Xp is a (connected) C' Hy-universally trivial variety.



Lemma 3.6. Let k be an algebraically closed field of characteristic p > 2
and let

Xy = flzy,...,2,)

be an affine cyclic cover singular at P = (y,z1,...,z,) = (0,0,...,0), where
(0,...,0) is a nondegenerate critical point of f. Assume that n is odd. Then:

(i) locally around P the cover X is given by the equation
yP = 3+ Tox3+T4T5+. . ATy 1T +g(T1, ..., x,), where each monomial
of g(x1,...,x,) has degree at least three.

(ii) after blowing up P and a finite number of isolated singular points above
P one obtains a variety X that is smooth in a neighbourhood of Xp
and such that the fibre Xp is universally C Hy-trivial (but Xp is not
irreducible in general).

Proof. See Exercise V.5.6.6 in |7] for property (i) (and the proof of Theorem
3.7 below).

Let us prove (ii). Let X’ — X be the blow-up of X at P. It suffices to
consider the following charts:

1. y = wxy, x; = x12;, © # 1. In this chart, the exceptional divisor E is
given by the condition z; = 0. We obtain the following equations for

X' and E:
xﬁ’_Qw” =14 2923+ 2425 + ...+ Zp_12n + Pg(xl, T122, .., T12n)
1
(where the polynomial mizg(xl, T1Z9,...,T12y,) is divisible by x1) and
1

14 29234+ 2425+ ...+ 2512, =0

respectively. Hence F is smooth and rational: it is a product of A!
(corresponding to the coordinate w) and a smooth quadric given by
the equation 1 + 2923 + 2425 + ... + 2p—12, = 0. Also X’ is smooth at
every point of E in this chart.

2. y = wxe, x; = 2%, 1 # 2. In this chart, the exceptional divisor F is
given by the condition zo = 0. We obtain the following equations for
X' and E:

p—2

2
b WP =zt st zazs o+ 2Zp12n + Fg(zlxg,azg,xgz;;, e ToZy)

2

10



(where the polynomial x—gg(zlx2,a:2,x223, ..., T22zy,) is divisible by x3)
2
and
z3=—(28 + 2425+ ... + 2p_12n),
respectively. Hence the variety F is smooth and rational (it is isomor-

phic to an affine space). Also X' is smooth at every point of £ in this
chart.

. x; = vz, 1 <i<nand X'is given by the equation

-2

P 2 1
Y= =z —1—2223+Z4Z5+...+zn_1zn+Eg(yzl,...,yzn).

Note that the polynomial y%g(yzl, ..., Yzy) is divisible by y.

The exceptional divisor E of the blow-up X’ — X is given by the
condition y = 0. In this chart we obtain the following equation of E:

2
2] + 223 + 2425 + ...+ Zp_12, = 0.

This defines a quadric with one singularity at the point (z1,...,2,) =

0,...,0).

Note that X’ also has one singularity at the point P’ = (y, 21, ..., 2,) =
(0,...,0) if p > 3 and it is smooth in a neighbourhood of the excep-
tional divisor if p = 3. If p > 3, let X” — X’ be a blow-up of X’ at the
point P’. As in the previsous lemma, we consider the following charts:

(a) y = zyw, z; = t;z1, i # 1. The exceptional divisor £’ is given by
the condition z; = 0. We obtain the following equations of X"
and F':

_ 1
’11)1)72Zi7 4 = 1+t2t3—|—t4t5+ . .+tn,1tn+?h(21w, 21, thQ, c. ,thn),
1

1 -+ t2t3 -+ t4t5 + ..+ tnfltn == O,

where the polynomial ‘#g(yzl, ceyyzn) = h(y, 21, .. ., 2n) s divis-
ible by 23. We obtain that E’ is smooth and rational: it is a
product of A! (corresponding to the coordinate w) and a variety
given by the equation 1+ tots + t4ts + ... +t,_1t, = 0. Also X' is
smooth at every point of E’ in this chart.

(b) y = zow, z; = t;z9, © # 2. The exceptional divisor E’ is given by
the condition z; = 0. We obtain the following equations for X"
and E' respectively:

_ 1
w”_2z§ 4 == t%+t3+t4t5+ . .+tn_1tn+;h(22w, Z2t17 29, thg, Ce >Z2tn)7
2

11



£ bty +tyts + ...+ b1ty =0,

where we denote y%g(yzl, ooy yzn) = h(y, z1,. .., 2,). We obtain
that E’ is smooth and rational, and that X" is smooth at every
point of £’ in this chart.

(¢) z =yt;, 1 <i<n, Eis given by the condition y = 0 and X" is
given by the equation

1
Yyt =t toty A tats + ..t qt, Eg(yQtl, YR,

Note that the polynomial y—ﬂg(yQtl, ..., y?t,) is divisible by y. The
exceptional divisor E’ is the quadric

1+ tots + tyts + ...+ tp_1t, = 0.

Similarly, in this chart X" is singular in a neighbourhood of E
at a single point (y,t;,...,t,) = (0,...0) if p > 5 and smooth
if p = 5. If X” is singular, we repeat the previous construction.
After a finite number of such operations we obtain a morphism
X — X with X smooth at every point above P and such that
all the exceptional divisors are rational varieties which are either
smooth or singular at one isolated point, as described above.

From the description of the exceptional divisors and Lemma 2.3 we obtain
that the fibre Xp is a (connected) C Hyp-universally trivial variety.

The following statement provides the key nontrivial invariants of cyclic
covers.

Recall that the coefficients of polynomials f € k[zo,...,x,] of a given
degree are parametrized by points of some projective space. A general choice
of coefficients of f means that we consider coefficients in some nonempty
open subset (in Zariski topology) of this projective space.

Theorem 3.7. Let k be an algebraically closed field of characteristic p and
f(zo,...,x,) a homogeneous polynomial of degree mp > n + 1, with n > 3.
For a general choice of coefficients of f one has the following properties:

(i) All critical points of f are nondegenerate if p > 2 or p = 2 and n is
even.

12



(i1) All critical points of f are almost nondegenerate it p = 2 and n is odd.

(117) If X = X is a resolution of singularities of X, obtained by succes-
siwe blow-ups of singular points, then the morphism X — X is C'Hp-
universally trivial, H*(X, A" 'Qx) # 0, and X is not C Hy-universally
trivial.

Proof. Properties (i) and (ii) follow from [7, Section V, Exercises 2.7 and
5.11]. Assume that P = (b,aq,...,a,) is a critical point of f. After a linear
change of variables y — ¢, z; — a;, where ® = f(P) (k is algebraically closed)
we may assume that P = (0,...,0). Then we can decompose f as a sum of
linear terms, quadratic terms, and terms of higher degrees:

f=hlzy,..xn) + folxy, . ooxn) + f3(x, .. xp).

Since P is a critical point, we have f; = 0. Since k is algebraically closed, any
quadratic form over k could be written in a diagonal form as a sum of squares
(if char(k) # 2), or as a sum of Y x;y; (regular part) and a sum of squares.
Hence one easily verifies that the condition that P is a nondegenerate (resp.
almost nondegenerate) point corresponds to the decomposition in Lemmas
3.3, 3.5, 3.6 (resp. 3.4), which holds for a general choice of coefficients of f
(see |7, Section V, Exercice 5.6.6.3]).

In order to prove (iii), as in the arguments of B. Totaro 9], we use [7,
Thm. V.5.11] for P}, with n > 3, and L? = Op»(mp). We obtain:

1. Kpn @ L? = Opn(mp —n — 1),

2. if mp > 4, the map H°(P", L?) — Opn/ml ® LP is surjective for every
closed point x € X.

It follows from |7, Exercise V.5.7| (see also [7, Thm. V.5.11], [8, Thm.
4.4]), that for a general choice of f € HY(PY, Ops(mp)) (in particular, f
satisfies (7) and (i7)), if ¢ : X — P} is a cyclic, degree p cover of P}, branched
along a hypersurface f = 0, and 7 : X — X is a resolution of singularities
of X obtained by successive blow-ups of singular points, then 7*¢*Op» (mp —
n — 1) is a subsheaf of A" 'Q¢. In particular, if mp —n — 1 > 0, then
HO(X,A"1Q5) #0.

B. Totaro proved [9, Lemma 2.2] that if X is C'Hg-universally trivial,
then H°(X, A" 'Q¢) = 0. Lemmas 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6 imply that all the fibres
of the map X — X are C Hp-universally trivial, hence the map X - X is
C'Hy-universally trivial as well (see [4, Prop. 1.8]). O

13



Remark. If n+1 > mp —m and X is normal (in particular, this holds if
f has only isolated critical points), then X is a Fano variety: the line bundle
—Kx is ample (see |8, Prop. 4.14]).

4 Cyeclic covers that are not stably rational

Theorem 4.1. Let X be a cyclic, degree p cover of P¢, with n > 3, branched
along a very general hypersurface f(xq,...,x,) = 0 of degree mp. Assume
that m(p — 1) <n+1 < mp. Then X is a Fano variety that is not stably
rational. There exists a cyclic, degree p cover, branched along a hypersurface
of degree mp, that is not stably rational and is defined over a number field.

Proof. Let Y : y? = f(zo,...,x,) be a cover satisfying the conditions of
Theorem 3.7. One may choose Y so that the coefficients of f are defined
over some finite field F,. Since in Theorem 3.7, condition f = 0 defines
a very general hypersurface, we may assume that the hypersurface f = 0
is smooth over [F,. Hence there exists a polynomial H of degree mp with
coefficients in some number field, such that f is the reduction of H modulo
p, and the cover X : y? = H(xg,...,x,) is smooth. Since X degenerates
to Y and the resolution Y’ — Y, constructed in Lemmas 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6
and Theorem 3.7, is C'Hp-universally trivial, we obtain that X¢ is not a
C'Hy-universally trivial variety by Theorem 3.7 and [4, Theorem 1.14(iii)]|.
Hence X is not stably rational. Moreover, from the construction we obtain
an example over a number field. Since the coefficients of the polynomials of
degree mp are parametrized by an irreducible variety (in fact, a projective
space), by [4, Thm. 2.3|, for a very general choice of such polynomials, the

corresponding degree p covers of P¢ are not C'Hy-universally trivial. 0
Remark. We obtain that a cyclic, degree p cover X of the projective
space P¢, branched along a very general hypersurface f(zo,...,z,) = 0 of

degree mp with n + 1 < mp is not C'Hp-universally trivial. As in [4], this
implies that X is not retract rational. Recall that a stably rational variety
over C is retract rational, but it is still unknown if these notions are different.

Examples.

1. For p = 2,n = 3, and mp = 6, we obtain another proof of the results
of A. Beauville [3].

2. For n = 3,m = p = 2, we get double covers of P branched along a
quartic (more general results were obtained by Claire Voisin [10]).
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. For p = 2,n = 4, and mp = 6,8, we obtain that a double cover of
P¢ branched along a very general hypersurface of degree 6 or 8 is not
stably rational.

. For p =2,n =5, we obtain examples for 2m = §, 10.

. For p = 3,n =4, and mp = 6, we obtain an example of a Fano variety
of dimension 4, that is not stably rational: a degree 3 cover, branched
along a very general hypersurface of degree 6.

. The case of double covers of P¢, n = 4,5, branched along a quartic (A.
Beauville [2]), is not contained in Theorem 4.1.

15



References

1]

2l

3]

4]

[5]

[10]

A. Beauville, J.-L. Colliot-Thélene, J.-J. Sansuc, Sir Peter Swinnerton-
Dyer, Variétés stablement rationnelles non rationnelles. Ann. of Math,
121 (1985) 283-318.

A. Beauville, A very general quartic double fourfold or fivefold is not
stably rational, Algebraic Geometry 2 (4) (2015) 508-513.

A. Beauville, A very general sextic double solid is not stably rational,
arXiv:1411.7484.

J.-L. Colliot-Thélene, A. Pirutka, Hypersurfaces quartiques de dimen-
sion 3 : non rationalité stable, http://arxiv.org/abs/1402.4153v4, to
appear in Annales Scientifiques de I'Ecole Normale Supérieure.

B. Hassett, A. Kresch, Y. Tschinkel, Stable rationality and conic bun-
dles, http://arxiv.org/abs/1503.08497, to appear in Math. Ann.

J. Kollér, Nonrational hypersurfaces. J. Amer. Math. Soc. 8 (1995), no.
1, 241-249.

J. Kollar, Rational curves on algebraic varieties, Springer-Verlag, Berlin,
1996.

J. Kollar, K. Smith, A. Corti, Rational and nearly rational varieties,
Cambridge Studies in Advanced Mathematics 92, 2004.

B. Totaro, Hypersurfaces that are not stably rational, arXiv:1502.04040,
to appear in J. Amer. Math. Soc.

C. Voisin, Unirational threefolds with no universal codimension 2 cycles,
Invent. math. 201 (2015), no. 1, 207-237.

16



