POTENTIAL KERNEL, HITTING PROBABILITIES AND DISTRIBUTIONAL
ASYMPTOTICS
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ABSTRACT. Z%-extensions of probability-preserving dynamical systems are themselves dynamical systems
preserving an infinite measure, and generalize random walks. Using the method of moments, we prove a
generalized central limit theorem for additive functionals of the extension of integral zero, under spectral
assumptions. As a corollary, we get the fact that Green-Kubo’s formula is invariant under induction. This
allows us to relate the hitting probability of sites with the symmetrized potential kernel, giving an alternative
proof and generalizing a theorem of Spitzer. Finally, this relation is used to improve in turn the asumptions
of the generalized central limit theorem. Applications to Lorentz gases in finite horizon and to the geodesic
flow on abelian covers of compact manifolds of negative curvature are discussed.

INTRODUCTION

Given a random walk (.S,,) on 7%, a natural question is how much time the walker spends in any region
of the space — the so-called occupation times. More generally, one may choose an observable f : Z¢ — R,
and consider the Birkhoff averages n~! Zz;é f(Sk). When f is summable and the walk is well-behaved, it

is known that a;,* ZZ;& f(Sk) converges in distribution to a Mittag-Leffler random variable, for well-chosen
coefficients (an)n>0 [44]. This behaviour generalizes to null-recurrent Markov processes [20, 1].

When f has integral zero, this family of results is not sharp enough, and we must look at a higher order.
In the same way that a central limit theorem replaces the weak law of large numbers, one can get a general-
ized central limit theorem for observables of null-recurrent Markov processes. Typically, a, 1/2 ZZ;& f(Sk)
converges in distribution, with an explicit limit. The story of these central limit theorems starts from Do-
brushin [22] where (S;) is the simple random walk on Z. Then these results were generalized to Markov
processes [40, 35, 37|, and later included invariance principles [36, 9, 10].

In this article, we are interested not in Markov processes, but in a family of dynamical systems preserving
an infinite measure: Z%extensions, which are a generalization of random walks. Starting from a dynamical
system preserving a probability measure (A, 1, T) and a function F : A — Z%, we work with the transforma-
tion 7 : (z,p) — (T(x),p+ F(z)) on A x Z. This class of systems include random walks on Z?, as well as,
for instance, Lorentz gases [14, 13| and the geodesic flow on abelian covers of complete manifolds [38, 57, 52].
Given an observable f : A x Z¢ — R, we want to understand the limit in distribution of Zz;(l) fo T*.

In two previous works by the second-named author [63, 64|, adapting previous methods [17, 18, 19], the
case where (A, p,T) is a Gibbs-Markov map was investigated. In the current article, we are able to get
a generalized central limit theorem only under spectral hypotheses on the transfer operator of the system
(A, u,T), as long as the observable f(z,p) only depends on p and decay fast enough at infinity. This is
Theorem 1.4, which we prove using the method of moments (an approach which, to our knowledge, is new
for this problem), and apply to Lorentz gases with finite horizon.

An interesting corollary of Theorem 1.4 and [64, Theorem 6.8] is that, for Z%-extensions of Gibbs-Markov
maps, Green-Kubo’s formula — which appears as the asymptotic variance in the central limit theorem — is
invariant under induction. This is the content of Corollary 1.13. By choosing the observable f carefully, in
Theorem 1.7 we are able to related the probability that an excursion from A x {0} hits a site A x {p}, and the
symmetrized potential kernel associated to the Z%-extension. Our proof relies on the first hitting time of small
target statistics. This method provides a new proof of an earlier proposition by Spitzer |59, Chap. I11.11,
P5|, and generalizes it to Z%-extensions (for which harmonic analysis as used in [59] does not make sense).
Finally, the estimates from Theorem 1.7 are used to relax the assumptions from [64]: in Theorem 1.11, the
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observables need only to decay polynomially at infinity, instead of having bounded support. We apply it to
the geodesic flow on abelian covers of compact manifolds with negative curvature.

This article is organized as follow. We present our setting and our results in Section 1, as well as our
applications to Lorentz gases (Sub-subsection 1.4.1) and to geodesic flows (Sub-subsection 1.4.2). In Section 2
we present our spectral assumptions, and prove Theorem 1.4 using the method of moments. In Section 3 we
prove Theorems 1.7 and 1.11, and in Section 4 the two applications mentioned above. We discuss Green-
Kubo’s formula in the Appendix.
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1. MAIN RESULTS

1.1. Setting and goals. We consider conservative ergodic dynamical systems given by Z%extensions of
probability-preserving dynamical systems, where the underlying dynamical system is sufficiently hyperbolic
and d € {1,2}. We shall deem a system hyperbolic enough if its transfer operator satisfies good properties.
For some applications, we use the stronger assumption that the underlying dynamical system is Gibbs-
Markov.

Let (A, p,T) be a probability-preserving dynamical system. Let F' : A — Z% with d € {1,2} be a u-
integrable function such that [, F dy = 0. The Z%-extension (A, i, T) of (A, p,T) with step function F is
the dynamical system given by:

o A:=Ax VAR

b /Ni:: ZpEZd & 517;

o T'(x,p) = (z,p+ F(x)).
Note that 7' preserves the infinite measure ii. We shall always assume that (ﬁ, L, f) is ergodic. If (A, pu,T)
has a Markov partition 7, we may also asume that the step function F' is o(m)-measurable — that is, constant
almost everywhere on elements of the partition. We then say that (Z, i, T) is a Markov extension of (A, u,T).

Let S, := SI'F := Zz;é F oT¥* be the second coordinate of 7" (z,0). Heuristically, the sequence (Sn)n>0,
under the distribution u, behaves much like a random walk, the randomness being generated by the dynamical
system (A, pu,T). Indeed, this family of extensions includes every random walk on Z¢, as well as some
physically or geometrically interesting systems such as Lorentz gases (Sub-subsection 1.4.1) or the geodesic
flow on Z?-periodic manifolds of negative curvature (Sub-subsection 1.4.2) .

In the present paper, we will make assumptions ensuring the convergence in distribution of (S, /ay), to a
Lévy stable distribution, for some normalizing sequence (a;),. Our main goals are the following:

A) Given f: A > R integrable and such that |; f djii = 0, we are interested in the asymptotic behaviour
A K
of the ergodic sum

n—1
Sif=> foT¥
k=0
as n — —+o0o. More precisely, we are looking for a non-trivial strong convergence in distribution:

Ts ..
Snf At

A (f)Y, with 2, :=

(1.1)

where o(f) is some constant which depends on the pushforward of the measure i by (f o f“)nzo,
whereas the random variable ) depends only on? the distribution of (F o T*);, (with respect to ).

1Up to some lengthy, but in our case not particularly challenging, legwork to go from discrete time to continuous time.
2Up to a constant, ) actually depends only on the index « of the Lévy stable distribution that is the limit of (S»/an)n.
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(B) In the context of Gibbs-Markov maps, we consider the probability a(p)~!, starting from the A x {0}
endowed with the measure p, to visit A x {p} before coming back to A x {0}. By applying the limit
theorems we have proved before to fy(,q) := (1, — 1101)(g), we are able to prove that

o (fp)

2

a(p) ~ as p goes to 0o,

which provides a new proof of |59, Chap. III.11, P5|, and generalizes it to systems which are not
random walks.

The next sub-sections present in more details these two goals, and the precise statements we get.
1.2. Distributional limit theorems.

1.2.1. Convergence and limit distributions. When working with spaces endowed with an infinite measure,
there is no natural notion of convergence in distribution. We shall instead use the notion of strong convergence
in distribution. The reader may consult e.g. [1, Chapter 3.6| for an introduction to this notion and applications
to ergodic dynamical systems whose invariant measure is infinite.

Definition 1.1 (Strong convergence in distribution). Let (A, i) be a measured space. Let (Xn)n>0 be a

sequence of measurable functions from A toR. Let X be a real-valued random variable. We say that (X,)
converges strongly in distribution to X if, for all probability measures v < [i,

Xn —noioo X in distribution on (Z, V).

Now that we have defined our mode of convergence, we introduce our limit objects: Mittag-Leffler random
variables, and Mittag-Leffler — Gaussian mixtures.

Definition 1.2 (ML and M LGM random variables). Let v € [0,1]. Let X be a non-negative real-valued
random variable. We say that X follows a standard Mittag-Leffler distribution of index v if, for all z € C
(or all z € B(0,1) ifa =0),

2 (1 +y)me"
B = 2 Ty

If this is the case, we shall write that X has a M L(vy) distribution.

Let X be a real-valued random variable. We say that X follows a standard Mittag-Leffler — Gaussian
mizture distribution of index v if X =Y - Z, where Y and Z are two independent random variables with
respective distribution M L(vy) and standard normal N'(0,1). If this is the case, we shall write that X has a
MLGM () distribution. See [62, Chapitre 1.4] for a partial description of the MLGM distributions.

For v = 0, these distributions take more common forms: a ML(0) distribution is an exponential dis-
tribution of parameter 1, while a M LGM(0) distribution is a Laplace distribution of parameter 1/v/2. A
ML(1/2) random variable is the absolute value of a centered Gaussian of variance /2.

1.2.2. Main distributional theorem. Mittag-Leffler distributions appear when one studies the distributional
convergence of the local time of null recurrent Markov processes, or chaotic enough o-finite ergodic dynamical
systems. For the Brownian motion, the result goes back to P. Lévy [44], and to Darling-Kac’s theorem for
Markov chains [20]. We refer the reader to [46] for a-stable Lévy processes, and to |1, Corollary 3.7.3] for
dynamical systems in infinite ergodic theory. For instance |1, Corollary 3.7.3] and Hopf’s ergodic theorem [31,
§14, Individueller Ergodensatz fiir Abbildungen| yield:

Proposition 1.3. Let (g, i, T) be a measure-preserving transformation of a o-finite measure space. Assume
that T is pointwise dual ergodic with return sequence (ay)y (see |1, Chapter 3.5| for definitions). Assume
that (an)n has regular variation of index a € [0,1], i.e. a, = n*/*L(n) for some sequence L which varies
slowly at infinity. Then, for all f € }Ll(g, i),

Sf“
"f:»/vfda-y,
A

an

where Y is a standard M L(«) random variable and the convergence is strong in distribution.
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However, this kind of result is not sharp enough when the integral of the observable f is zero. We want
to get more precise asymptotics, that is to say, some kind of central limit theorem for observables of o-finite
ergodic dynamical systems whose integral is 0. We need to add some regularity condition on the observable
f, as well as stronger integrability conditions — as is usual in ergodic theory, for instance to get a central
limit theorem [47, 48]. In this article, we shall prove the following result:

Theorem 1.4. Let (ﬁ,,&,f) be an ergodic and aperiodic Z?-extension of (A, u,T) with step function F and
a € [d,2]. Assume Hypothesis 2.1. Let (ay,), be an a™'-reqularly varying sequence of positive numbers and
Y be an a-stable random variable Y such that

distrib.
S, /a, 2 Y.

Let Ay, i= /S0 ap % Let B: Z% — R be such that:

° Zpezd !p|aT_d+6\B(p)\ < +o0 for some € > 0;
i ZpEZd B(p) =0.
Let f(xz,p) :== B(p). Then the following sums over k are absolutely convergent:

uclf A T) = [ fapr2y [ fofeT an (1.2
A >17A
Moreover, -
STy ~ =
e A1, T)Y, 1.3
S0, = ook (f, A, 1, T)Y (1.3)

where Y is a standard MLGM (1 — g) random variable and the convergence is strong in distribution, and
where ® is the continuous version of the density function of Y.

Under the hypotheses of Theorem 1.4, we have in addition:

otr (A LT) =Y Bla) +2) 7 > Ba)BB)u(Sk =a—1b). (1.4)
acZd k>1a,beZd
Remark 1.5. For a definition of aperiodicity, see Definition 3.9. It is not necessary in the statement in the

theorem, but appears as a result of Hypothesis 2.1, and we prefer to make this assumption explicit.

We do not expect aperiodicity to be necessary in the statement of Theorem 1.4, up to the necessary modifi-
cation in Hypotheses 2.1. Proving this generalization would be straightforward if f were allowed to depend on
x; however, allowing such a dependence would make the proof of Theorem 1.4 much more difficult. We choose
to leave the non-aperiodic case aside, except for a couple of later results, Theorem 1.7 and Theorem 1.11.

Theorem 1.4 shall be proved in Section 2 with the method of moments and is based on refinements of the
local limit theorem for S,,, which says that P(S,, = 0) ~ ®(0)a,,. Under our hypotheses, the normalization

V®(0)2, is equivalent to \/EZ;I 1(Sk = 0). See e.g. [4] for a spectral proof of the local limit theorem,
which holds under Hypotheses 2.1, and implies the equivalence of the normalizations.

In special cases, the normalization 2l,, can be made explicit:

%% ifd=1and a > 1

Ay ~ Viogn if d =« and a, ~ n'/@
VIoglogn if d =« and a, ~ (nlogn)'/®

1.2.3. Symmetrized potential kernel. The case when f = f, of Theorem 1.4 is especially interesting. Then

the computation of oGk ( fp,ﬁ, [L,T) boils down to an estimation of the symmetrized potential kernel g of
the Z%-extension:

U%’K(fpa 121/7 ﬂa TV) = 2g(p) - 27
with
9(p) =Y (2u(Sn = 0) — u(Sn = p) — u(Sn = —p)) ,

n>0
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which is well defined under the assumptions of Theorem 1.4. We estimate the asymptotic growth of g(p) in
Subsection 2.5, adapting the methods of [59] to dynamical systems. We get:

Proposition 1.6. Let (A i, ) be an ergodic, aperiodic Z3-extension of (A, p, T) with step function F. Let
(B, ||:|lg) be a complex Banach space of functions defined on A. Assume Hypothesis 2.1 holds with (B, |-||z)
and « € [d,2]. If « =d, let I be the functions defined by Equation (2.54).

Ifd=1 and a € (1,2],

g(p) ~p—oo ! ]p|°‘*1
T 001+ )T (a) sin (L2527 LUpD
Ifd=a=1,
2 _
9(P) ~p—oo mmm h).
Ifd=a=2,
2 —1
9(p) ~p—oo T det(z)f(lpl )-

1.3. Hitting probabilities of excursions. We leave aside for a moment the distributional asymptotics
of the Birkhoff sums, and focus on the probability that an excursion hits a given site (Section 3). We
now assume that (A, u,T) is a Gibbs-Markov map. The leading theme of this section is the study of the
probability that an excursion from A x {0} hits A x {p}, and its asymptotics as p goes to infinity.

1.3.1. Induced transformations. Let us describe the terminology. We define gy : A — Ny U {oo}, where
¢0y(z) is the length of an excursion starting from (x,0):

¢roy(w) :==inf{k >0 : Si(z) =0}.
Then, define the corresponding induced map by T{O} (z) := T#@) (), which is well-defined for almost

every z. Note that (A, M,T{o}) is a measure-preserving ergodic dynamical system [33|. For any observable
f: A— R, let:
<P{0} z)—

foy(@) = Z foTkxo

Let us introduce a few more objects: the time N, that an excursion from A x {0} spends at A x {p}, and
the inverse probability o(p) that an excursion from A x {0} hits A x {p}, and the number of times Ny, that
the system goes back to A x {0} before hitting A x {p}. Formally,

)i=#{k=0,....0100(x) =1 : Sp(x) =p} =1+ f,03(2),
a(p) :=p(Ny >0)"'=p(30<k< @(w) : Se(x) =p)7",

and:
Nop(z) :=inf{n > 0: T{j(z) € {Np, > 0}}.
The following theorem explains how these quantities are related in the limit p — oo.
Theorem 1.7. Let (A i, ) be a conservative and ergodic® Markov Z%-extension of a Gibbs-Markov map
(A, u,T). Then:
o Asp — 400,
= 2

obx Fpgop A Tey)  Eulf g0))

2 2 ’

e The conditional distributions c(p) " Np|{N, > 0} have ezponential tails, uniformly in p: there exist
C >0 and k > 0 such that, for everyt > 0,

sup p ((oz(p))_le > 1[N, > 0) < Ce™;
pEZL

a(p) ~ a(=p) ~ E,[Np|Np > 0] ~ E,[Nop| ~

3The extension need not be aperiodic for this theorem.
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e a(p)IN,|{N, > 0} converges in distribution and in moments to an exponential random variable of
parameter 1 as p goes to infinity. In particular, for all g > 1,

Eu [|fp011%] ~ T(1+ q)a(p)™".

The proof of Theorem 1.7 rests on two main points: the exponential tightness of a(p) ' N,|{N, > 0}
(Subsection 3.3), and its convergence to an exponential random variable (Subsection 3.4). The later point is
an interesting application of the general fact that, for many hyperbolic dynamical systems, the hitting time
of small balls, once renormalized, converges in distribution to an exponential random variable (see e.g. the
reviews [16, 56, 29]). Once we have tightness and convergence in distribution, we can evaluate the moments
of Np.

For random walks, many estimates are more explicit. For instance, the distribution of Np|{N, > 0} is
geometric, so its moments are exactly known (as functions of a(p)). With this improvement, one can recover
part of [59, Chap. III.11, P5| — that is, the equivalents in Theorem 1.7 and Corollary 1.9 can be made into
equalities:

e (Fpf0ys As 11 Thoy) Eplf) 10y

=14 — P
2 2
1.3.2. Induction invariance of the Green-Kubo formula. While Theorem 1.7 gives asymptotic relationships
between many quantities, it does not provide any way to effectively compute them. For random walks, «(p)
and g(p) are related through a probabilistic interpretation of the symmetrized potential kernel:

Proposition 1.8. [59, Chap. III.11, P5|
Consider an ergodic aperiodic random walk on Z2. For all p € 72,
a(p) = 9(p)-

We are able to generalize this proposition to a larger class of dynamical systems. To our knowledge, our
proof of Proposition 1.8 is new even for random walks. We leverage Theorem 1.4 and [64, Theorem 6.8].
Whenever the hypotheses of theses theorems coincide, their conclusions must be the same. Hence, the scaling
factors before the M LG M distribution must be the same, that is,

Ué‘K(f? ;{7:&’7%) = UéK(f{0}7A7M7T{O})‘ (15)
If we apply this observation to f = f,, we get:

a(p) = a(—p) =E,[Np|N, >0 =14+ E,[No,| =1+ = g(p).

Corollary 1.9. Let (ﬁ, i, T) be an aperiodic Markov Z%-extension of a Gibbs-Markov map (A, m, A, 1, T) with
step function F'. Assume that the extension is ergodic, conservative, and either of the following hypotheses:
e d =1 and F is in the domain of attraction of an a-stable distribution, with a € (1,2].
ed=1and [, et du = e~ Olulll=iCsgn(w)]L(ul™") 4 (JulL(|u|™)) at 0, for some real numbers 9 > 0
and { € R and some function L with slow variation.
e d =2 and F is in the domain of attraction of a non-degenerate Gaussian random variable.
Then, as p — +00,
a(p) ~ g(p).

Remark 1.10 (1-stable laws). The description of the distributions in the basin of attraction of a 1-stable
law is notoriously difficult [2]. As in Hypothesis 2.1, we choose to make a spectral assumption. It does not
capture all such distributions, but includes e.g. symmetric distributions. We believe that this assumption can
be significantly weakened if needed.

1.3.3. An improved distributional limit theorem. Proposition 1.6 provides a first-order estimate of a(p), de-
pending on the tails of F'. We can use this estimate to run an (improved version of) an argument by
Csaki, Csorgs, Foldes and Révész [17, Lemma 3.1]. we get more explicit integrability conditions than in [64,
Theorem 6.8] for observables of Z?-extensions, which yields a new distributional limit theorem. Note that
aperiodicity is not required for this result.

Theorem 1.11. Let (g, ﬂ,f) be a Markov Z%-extension of a Gibbs-Markov map (A, m,\, u, T) with step
function F. Assume that the extension is ergodic, conservative, and either of the following hypotheses:

o d=1 and F is in the domain of attraction of an a-stable distribution, with o € (1,2].
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ed=1and [, e du = e Olulll=iCsen(@IL(ul™) 4 6 (Ju|L(ju|™1)) at 0, for some real numbers 9 > 0
and ¢ € R and some function L with slow variation.
e d =2 and F is in the domain of attraction of a non-degenerate Gaussian random variable.

Let f : A = R be such that:
e the family of function (f(-,p))peza is uniformly locally n-Hélder for some n > 0;
a—d ~
o [{(1+1p)) 7z T 1FCoP)ILaca,y diz, p) < +oo for some e >0 and q > 2;
Then: B
ST f
\/Zk =0 1(Sk = 0)

where Y is a standard M LGM (1 — E> random vartable, the convergence is strong in distribution, and:

= ok (fop, A 11 Toy) Y, (1.6)

otk (frops A Tioy) := lim /Af{Qo} dp + 2Z/Af{o} - froy 0 T{ko} dp,
=1

n—+400
where the limit is taken in the Cesdaro sense.

Remark 1.12 (Optimal exponent in the summability assumption). We consider the case when d =1 and
a = 2. In [17] and some subsequent works by the same authors, the condition required for f is:

> pI"1B(D)| < +oo. (1.7)

peG

The reason is that the authors used Jensen’s inequality in their proof |17, Lemma 2.1|, which is in this context
less efficient than Minkowski’s inequality, which we used in the proof of Lemma 3.18. This small modification
can be implemented in their proof, which improves by a factor 2 some requirements in their works, e.g. [17,
Theorem 1| and [18, Example 3.3].

Finally, the hypotheses of Theorem 1.4 and of Theorem 1.11 have a greater overlap than those of Theo-
rem 1.4 and |64, Theorem 6.8|, so we can improve the observation in Equation (1.5):

Corollary 1.13 (Induction Invariance of the Green-Kubo formula). Let (A, 7, A, p, T') be an ergodic Gibbs-
Markov map. Assume that the step function F : A — Z% is o(n)-measurable, integrable, aperiodic, and that
fA F dp =0. We also assume that the distribution of F' with respect to p is in the domain of attraction of

an a-stable distribution, and that the Markov extension (g, ﬂ,f) is conservative and ergodic.
Let B:Z% — R be such that:

® > czd ]p|aT_d+6\B(p)\ < 400 for some e > 0;
i ZpeZd 6(p) =0
Let f(z,p) :== B(p). Then: o _
UGK(f?‘Anﬂ’a T) = O'GK(f{O},A,,LL,T{O})- (18)

See Appendix A for a discussion of this corollary.

1.4. Applications. To finish this introduction, we present some applications of our results to more concrete
dynamical systems : the geodesic flow on abelian covers in negative curvature, and Lorentz gases (i.e. periodic
planar billiards). The proofs can be found in Section 4.

1.4.1. Periodic planar billiard systems. Lorentz gases — that is, periodic or quasi-periodic convex billiards —
are classical dynamical systems, whose initial motivation comes from the modelization of a gas of electrons
in a metal. The electron is then seen as bouncing on the atoms of the metal, which act as scatterers.

In the plane and with a finite horizon, Lorentz gases exhibit classical diffusion, and the trajectory of
a particle behaves much like a random walk in the Euclidean space. For instance, the trajectories are
chaotic [58], satisfy a central limit theorem [14, 13|, a local limite theorem [60], an almost sure invariance
principle [26] (i.e. the renormalized trajectories converge in a strong sense to the trajectories of a Brownian
motion), etc. We refer the reader to [15] for more informations of billiards. While the infinite horizon case
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is also well-known [61, 21], it presents many non-trivial difficulties, so we shall restrict ourselves to finite
horizon planar billiards.

Choose a Z2-periodic locally finite configuration of obstacles (p + O; : i € Z, p € Z?), where Z is a finite
set. We assume that the obstacles O; + p are convex open sets, with pairwise disjoint closures (so that there
is no cusp), that their boundaries are C3 and have non-vanishing curvature. We assume moreover that the
horizon is finite: every line in R? meets at least one obstacle. The billiard domain is the complement in R?
of the union of the obstacles @ := R?\ Uiez, pezz(p + O5).

FIGURE 1. A Sinai billiard with finite horizon.

We consider a point particle moving at unit speed in the billiard domain @, bouncing on obstacles with the
classical Descartes reflexion law: the incident angle equals the reflected angle and going straight on between
two collisions. This is the billiard flow, whose configuration space is (up to a set of zero measure) @ x Si.
Now, consider this model at collision times; the configuration space is then given by Q := 0Q x [—7/2,7/2].
The space 2 is endowed with the Liouville measure 7, which has density cos(¢) in (z, ¢) with respect to the
Lebesgue measure (see the picture), and is invariant under the collision map.

FIGURE 2. A single collision.

For every p € Z?, we call cell any set C, := Uiez(p+00;) and attribute to this cell a value 3(p) given by a
function 3 : Z? — R. We assume that the particle wins the value 3(p) associated to Cp each time it touches
it. We are interested in the behaviour, as n — 400, of the total amount )),, won by the particle after the
n-th reflection.

We write S, (x) for the index in Z? of the cell touched at the n-th reflection time by a particle starting
from x € Q. Recall that (S,/v/n), converges strongly in distribution (with respect to the Lebesgue measure
on ) to a centered gaussian random variable with positive definite covariance matrix ¥ [14, 13, 65].

If B is summable and 3 7> B(p) # 0, then Y,/ log(n) converges strongly in distribution to <ZP€ZQ B(p) # 0) £,

where € has a non-degenerate exponential distribution. This follows e.g. from [1, Corollary 3.7.3] and Young’s
construction [65], and is also done in [21]. In another direction, if (3(p)),ez2 is a sequence of independent
identically distributed random variables independent of the billiard, the asymptotic behavior of (J,) is
markedly different [50].
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FIGURE 3. A periodic billiard table, and the observable f3.

We present two applications of Theorem 1.4, the first for (hidden) Z-extensions, and the second for Z?2-
extensions.

Corollary 1.14. With the above notations, assume that:

e B(a,b) = B(a) for some function B;
o there exists € > 0 such that ), ]p|%+€|ﬁ~\(p) < +o00;

L4 ZpEZ B(p) = 0
Then:
lim Y = o(/)V,

n—+00 njg

where the convergence is strong in distribution on (€2, Leb), the random variable Y follows standard M LGM (1/2)
distribution, and:

a(f)

Z > Bla)BB)F(Sk = a —b|Co).

kGZ a,beZ?
In addition, o(f) =0 if and only if f is a coboundary.

Corollary 1.15. With the above notations, assume that:

o there exists € > 0 such that 3 72 |p|°|B8|(p) < +o00;
b ZpEZQ /B(p) =0

Then:
Yn = O'(f)y,

lim ——

where the convergence is strong in distribution on (§2,Leb), the random variable ) follows a Laplace distri-
bution of parameter 1/+/2, and:

o(f)? = 2WWZ > Bla)B®B)H(Sk = a—b|Cy).

kEZ a,beZ?

In addition, o(f) = 0 if and only if f is a coboundary.



POTENTIAL KERNEL, HITTING PROBABILITIES AND DISTRIBUTIONAL ASYMPTOTICS 10

1.4.2. Geodesic flow on abelian covers. The geodesic flow on a connected, compact manifold with negative
sectional curvature is a well-known example of a hyperbolic dynamical system. The geodesic flow on abelian
covers of such manifolds provides a class of dynamical systems which preserve a o-finite measure, for instance
the Liouville measure. They are also more tractable than billiards, as they do not have singularities. These
geodesic flows have been studied by extensively, for instance to count periodic orbits on the basis manifold
of given length in a given homology class [38, 57, 52|. There are extensions to Anosov flows [7] as well as to
surfaces with cusps [3]. Finally, let us mention that the geodesic flow on periodic manifolds is also used to
study the horocycle flow on the same manifolds [6, 41, 42, 43].

Limit theorems for observables with integral zero have already been obtained in this context [64], but the
improvement we get with Theorem 1.11 translates into a limit theorem which is valid for a wider class of
observables. Instead of having compact support, the observables need only to decay polynomially fast at
infinity.

Let M be a compact, connected manifold with a Riemannian metric of negative sectional curvature. Given
a Holder potential F : T'M — C, let F(z,v) := F(z,—v). We say that the potential is reversible if F' and
F are cohomologuous, that is, if there exists a Holder function u such that fg fogsds =wuogs—u for all £.
In this case, we also say that F — F is a Holder coboundary. For instance, both the Liouville measure and
the maximal entropy measure are Gibbs measures for a reversible potential.

Let w : N — M be a connected Z%cover of M. Given a Gibbs measure s on T'M, we endow T'N
with a o-finite measure puy by lifting pas locally. We refer the reader to [49, Chapter 11.6] for more details
about Gibbs measures in this context.

Let (g¢)icr be the geodesic flow on T'N. In Subsection 4.2, we shall prove the following proposition,
which is a generalization of [64, Proposition 6.12]:

Proposition 1.16. Let uy be the lift of a Gibbs measure pp; corresponding to a reversible Holder potential.
Fiz xg € T'N. Let f be a real-valued Hélder function on T'N. Assume that:

o there exists € > 0 such that |1 d(mo,m)l_g“]ﬂ(w) dpn(x) < +o0;
d leNfd”N =0.
If d =1, there exists o(f) > 0 such that:

. 1 [t
tggloo t}1/0 f Ogs(x,v) ds = J(f)y1/27

where the convergence is strong in distribution on (T'N, uy), and V1o follows a standard MLGM(1/2)
distribution.

If d =2, there exists o(f) > 0 such that:
. 1

lim ——

t—+o00 log(t)

t
/0 f 0 gula,v) ds = o ()b,

where the convergence is strong in distribution on (T'N, ux), and Yy follows a standard M LGM (0) distri-
bution.

In both cases, o(f) =0 if and only if f is a measurable coboundary.

The only difference with |64, Proposition 6.12| is that the assumption that f has compact support is
relaxed to [ d(xo,:c)lf%*ﬂf](x) dpn(x) < 400 for some € > 0.

Note that our work gives us more information on this system; for instance, Theorem 1.7 can be adapted
to yield an asymptotic equivalence of the probability that, starting from some nice Poincaré section A,
the geodesic flow reaches a faraway Poincaré section As before returning to A;. However, the geometric
interpretation of these sections is less evident than for others systems, such as billiards.

2. THEOREM 1.4: ASSUMPTIONS AND PROOF

This Section is mostly devoted to the proof of Theorem 1.4. It is organized as follows. The spectral
hypotheses are presented in Subsection 2.1. The following three subsections contain respectively a sketch of
the proof of Theorem 1.4, the full proof of the theorem, and a proof of the more technical estimates we use.
Finally, in Subsection 2.5 we prove Proposition 1.6.
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2.1. General spectral assumptions. Let P be the transfer operator associated to h +— h o T, that is,
[ Progan=[ frgeTan vfeLian, voeL=(Ap)
A A

We consider the family (P,),, of operators defined by P, : h — P(e\“f)h), where (-,-) stands for the usual
scalar product in R?. Note that:

P(h) = P* (ei<u’5k>h) . (2.1)

We make the following assumptions. Thanks to perturbation theorems (see namely [47, 48, 27, 39, 30]
for the general method, and [4] for an application to Gibbs-Markov maps), they hold for a wide variety of
hyperbolic dynamical systems.

Hypothesis 2.1 (Spectral hypotheses). The stochastic process (Sy)n is recurrent. There exists an integer
M > 1 and a p-essential partition of A in M measurable subsets (Aj);ez/mz such that T(Aj) = Ajyy for all
JEZ/MZ (M =1 if T is mizing).
There exists a complex Banach space (B, ||-||z) of functions defined on A, on which P acts continuously,

and such that:

o B LYA,pu).

e 1 € B and for every j, the multiplication by 14, belongs to L(B,B), where <£(B, B), H'”L(B,B)) stands

for the Banach space of linear continuous endomorphisms of B.

o There exist a neighbourhood U of 0 in T¢, two constants C > 0 and r € (0,1), two continuous
functions A. : U — C and 11. : U — L(B, B) such that

P, = AL, + Ry, (2.2)
with:
,R, = R,IL, = 0, (2.3)
oM+ =11, (2.4)
Ao =1, (2.5)
Mo=M Y Eullala,,, (2.6)
JEZ/MZ
k k
:1618 HR“ LB5) < Cr”, (2.7)
sup HPfH < Crk. (2.8)
ue[—m,m|d\U L(B,B)

o Ifd =1, there exists a € [1,2] such that, for allu € U,
A= e VOMIT o (jul " L(jul )

as u goes to 0, where ¥(u) = Y|u|*[1 — i sgn(u)] for some real numbers ¥ > 0 and { € R such that
IC] <tan B* if o > 1. We set ¥ := 1.
o [fd =2, there exists an invertible positive symmetric matriz 3 such that, for all u € U,

Ay = e PVEILIVETY Lo (y2L(Jul 7)),

as u goes to 0, where ¥(u) := g and L is slowly varying at infinity. We set 9 := 1/2.
Hypothesis 2.1 implies the ergodicity of 7" and the mixing of (7™ )ja; for all j € Z/MZ as soon as

B is dense in L!(A,p). If the system is not mixing, then it is expected that the transfer operators has
multiple eigenvalues of modulus 1. The following proposition asserts that, in this case, the standard spectral
techniques yield a decomposition as in Equation (2.2).

Proposition 2.2. Assume the begining of Hypothesis 2.1 and its first two items, and that (Ao, u(-|Ag), (T™ )| 4,)
is mizing. Assume in addition that there exist a neighbourhood U of 0 in T¢, two constants C > 0 and



POTENTIAL KERNEL, HITTING PROBABILITIES AND DISTRIBUTIONAL ASYMPTOTICS 12

r € (0,1) and continuous functions A, Ao,y Ak—1,. : U = C and f[.,l_[ov., NN | o R,R.:U — L(B,B)
such that:
Z )\j,qu,u + Ruv
JEL/KT
10 Ry = RuPj = 0,
ot = 05,510,

[Ajol =1
sup HRk < C'r’k,
wet Il llz(s.B)
and 14, P, (1AO) NIl + Ry, with:
~0 == 17
2 = 11,,
1:[0 = /UJ(|A )]-Aoa
O, R, = R, =
]
L(B,B)

Then P, = AL, + Ry, and the equations (2.3), (2.4), (2.5), (2.6), (2.7) are satisfied. If moreover u — P,
is continuous on T and P, admits no eigenvalue of modulus 1 for u # 0, then Equation (2.8) is also satisfied,
up to increase of C >0 and r € (0,1).

Proof. Up to taking a smaller U, we assume that |\;.| > CY/Mp and [\| > Cr™. Then \, = )\ ,, for every
j € Z/MZ, and I, = > jezmz 1allju(1a,7). Hence we can take K = M and, up to a permutatlon of

indices, we assume that A;, = A&7 with € := e2™/M and \g =1 (P1 = 1 ensures that 1 is an eigenvalue of
Py, and this convention yields Equation (2.5)). Hence P, = A\,II, + R,,, with:

Ay 1= )\0,u7
M, i= Y &,
JELIMT,

Note that II,R, = R,II, = 0 and that TTM*! = Zjez/MZ fj(MH)Hj’u = II,,, which proves equations (2.3)
and (2.4). In the general case, it remains to prove (2.6).
Let f be an eigenvector for the eigenvalue &7 of P. For all k € Z/MZ,

P(]‘Akf> - fleka, (2'9)

so that PM (14, f) = 14, f. Since T™ is mixing, f must be constant on each A; using Equation (2.9), we
get that f is proportional to ZkeZ/MZ §*jk1Ak. We conclude that:

Moo= > &FaE, | Y &4,
keZ/MZ. 07/ M.
and from there that ITy = MZ]EZ/MZ &0 = EkeZ/MZ 14, Ep[la,]
Finally, Equation (2.8) comes from [4]. O
For every n, we set

an, = inf{z > 0 : n|z|"*L(z) > 1}, (2.10)
so that nL(a,) ~ a%. The sequence (a,) is then regularly varying of index é Under Hypothesis 2.1,
E,,[e}t:Sn)/on] ~ (Atfa)" ~ e~ (V=D for every t € RY. Thus, the sequence (Sn/an), converges in distribution

to an a-stable random variable with characteristic function e_w‘/i').
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2.2. Strategy of the proof. Given the length of the proof and the technicality of some of its parts, we give
here a brief outline of how the method of moments can be applied to our problem.

The proof consists in showing the convergence for every m of the following quantity:

, Kiﬂ - (ZL T f(a)l{sk:a}ﬂ

=" > Blar) - Blam)u(Sk, = a1, ..., Sk, = ag)-
k1, km=1

Hence we have to deal with quantities of the following form:
Z Z B(al)Nl "'6(aq)Nq:u(Sk1 :a17"'aS/€q :aq)a
1<k1<--<kg<nay,...,aq €24
where N1 + ...+ N, = m. Let us write Ap.q:n, .., N, for this quantity, which behaves roughly as:
Bla)™ - Blag) N u(Sk, = ar)pu(Sky—k, = a2 — a1) -+ p(Sky—k,_, = ag — ag—1).
q
1<k1<<kg<n ay,...,aq €L

This equation would actually be exact if (S,),, were a random walk. Then, put ko := 0 and ¢; := k; — k; — 1,
so that:

q
ApigiNi,....Ng ™ Z Z H (5(%)]%#(5@ =a; — az’—l)) .

Ot Hg<nay,... ag€7d i=1
We prove that

An;‘]§N1:-~~7Nq = O(Ql:?)
and even that

An;q;N1,-~-7Nq =o(2A")
except if (N1,...,Ny) is made of 2s and of pairs of consecutive 1s and of nothing else, which implies that m
is even. In particular, for all odd m,

Eu[Z27"] = o(2A7)).

This is the content of Lemma 2.4, which is by far the most technical part of our proof. This is also the

point where we use the fact that 3 has zero sum; otherwise, we would get A,.gni.. N, = @(Ql%m) for
(N1,...,Ng) =(1,...,1).
If (N1,...,Ng) is made of 2s and disjoint pairs of consecutive 1, then it contains (m — ¢) times the value

2 and (¢ —m/2) pairs (N;, Ni+1) = (1,1). Then, we shall prove that:

An;q;Nl ..... Ng ™~ Z H Z /B(a)zu(s& = a)

Oty p<n =1 \ aeZd

< 11 (D2 D2 B@s®u(S =b—a)u(Se; = a)

i=m—q+1 \{>1 q beZd

m—gq m/2
~ ) I D 8@ TI 1D D B@)B®b)u(Se =b—a)ca,”
bt Al o<n =1 \a€Zd i=m—q+1 \ £>1 q,bezd
m=a q—m/2 m/2
~ MY Bla)? Y Y B@Bbu(Se=b-a) > ITe"
a€zZd £>1 a,bez O+ ALy, 2 <n i=1

n m/2
~ Km,q (Z a£d> = Km,qmnma
/=1

where the constants ¢ and K, , are explicit and yield the M LGM random variables.
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2.3. Proof of Theorem 1.4. In this section we prove Theorem 1.4. To prove the strong convergence in
distribution, it is actually sufficient to prove the convergence in distribution with respect to some absolutely

continuous probability measure [67, Theorem 1]. At first, we prove the convergence of (SI f/2,), under
the probability measure pg := p ® do, i.e. the convergence of (Z,(8)/2,), under the probability measure p,

where:
n—1

k=0

We use the method of moments. Let m > 0 be an integer, which is fixed for the remainder of this proof.

Then, for all n:
<Z 5(510)
k=1

:i >, B

k1,..skm=1dy,...,dy €Z4

]Eu [Zn(ﬁ)m =

Hﬁ(ds)l{sks_ds}] :

s=1

We delete the terms which are null, and regroup those which are equal. Let us consider one of the terms
[T52, B(ds)1is, =d,}- We may assume that ds = dy as soon as ks = ky; otherwise, 1¢5, —q.31(s, ,=a,} =0
and the whole product is zero. Let q := #{k1,...,kn}. Then {ki,... . kn} = {n1,...,nq} with 1 <np <

.<ng<n. Weset Nj:=#{i=1,...,m : k; = n;} for the multiplicity of n; in (k1,...,kn), and a; = d;
if k; = nj. We write a := (a1,...,aq), N := (N1,...,Ng) and n := (n1,...,ny), and set, by convention,
ng := 0 and ag := 0. Observe that

m q
H B(ds)1is, =d.y = H B(Gj)le{snj:aj}
s=1 j=1
and that the number of m-uplets (ki, ..., ky,) giving the same pair (n, N) is equal to the number cn of maps

¢: {1,...,m} = {1,...,q} such that |1 ({j})| = N; for all j € {1,...,q}. Hence:

B2, =Y > en Y > Eu H( ”{Snfaj})

q=1 N721 1<ni<.. <nq<n ae(Zd

For all n > 1, for all 1 < ¢ < m and for all N = (N;)1<j<4 such that N; > 1 and Z 1 N = m, we define:

q
Augn = D > E H )V 1s,, aﬁ)

1<n1<...<ng<n ac Zd)q 7=1
q
- Z Z iz H ( ]1{5 '71=aj—aj71}> ’
1<n1<...<ng<n aG(Zd 7j=1
so that:
m
By [2n(8)"] = Z Z CNAng N- (2.11)

q=1 N;>1
Ni+-+Ng=m
Instead of working with a sequence of times (n;) and positions (a;), it shall be more convenient to work
with time increments and position increments. Let 1 < n; < ... <ny < n. We can describe this sequence
with integers (¢1,...,4,) by taking {1 = n; and ¢; = nj —nj_q for all 2 < j < q. Let E,,, be the set defined
by:

q
Egn=L=(l1,....0) €{1,....n}" : Y 4;<n
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Then summing over all n = (n1,...,ny) such that 1 <n; <... <ny, < n is the same as summing over all £
in E, ,, whence:

q q
AngN = Z 1_[1 Blaj)™ Z E, H Lis,,=aj~a;-1} © Tt (2.12)
=

ac(zZ4)e LEEqn Jj=1

A single coefficient A,,.,.~ is the contribution to the mth moment of Z,,(3) by paths of length ¢ and with
weights (N;). Our goal is to find a sub-family of such weighted paths which is manageable enough so that
we can estimate the behaviour of the A,.,.n, and large enough so that it makes for almost all E, [Z,(8)™] as

n goes to infinity. However, in order to benefit from the fact that ), 4 8(a) = 0, we use transfer operators,

and a decomposition which leverages this equality to make some further simplifications®.

For all £ € N and a € Z%, we define an operator Q¢ acting on B by:

1

Qua(h) == P* (11g,—ar h :/ e~ "W plp) du.
ta(h) ( {S¢=a} ) (27r)d rad (h)

where we used (2.1) to establish the second formula. For 1 < ¢’ < ¢, we write:

/

q

Dq/ = H (1{Sej:aj—0«j—1} o Tnj_l) .

j=1
Recall that P*(go T - h) = gP*(h). Hence, by induction,
P (Dq) — P (1{qu=aqfaq71} o TMa-1 . Dq—l)

= aninqil(1{Slq=aq*aq—1}an71(Dq—l))
= Qeq:aq*aqfl (an_l (Dq—l))

Qéqaaq—aq—l T thcu—ao(l)'

Plugging this identity into Equation (2.12) yields:

q
AnygN = Z H B(aj)Nj Z B, [Qéqvaq_aq—l o 'Qé1,a1—ao(1)} : (2.13)
Jj=1

ac(Z%)q LEEg n

We further split the operators Q. Let us write:

Qra = Q) + QLY. (2.14)
with:
.~ a(0) 20
la a?
P(a/ay) — (0 . _
Qg}g = era+ (o/ Zc)ld ( )Hg with [|legql| = o(a; %),
4

which we know is possible thanks to Lemma 2.6.

We introduce these operators Qéog and leg into (2.13), creating new data we need to track: the index of
the operator we use at each point in the weighted path. Fix n, ¢ and N. Given € = (e1,...,¢4) € {0,1}4

41t B has non-zero integral, different terms dominate, and the moments grow faster. It is thus essential to cancel out these
“first order terms”.
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and s € Z%, write:

q
Bon e 3 (Hm )@ g

ag, ..,aqGZd =1
ap=s
q
ben(s) == Z [(H ﬂ(az’)Ni> E, {Qgiiqwq,l : "Qz(z?irs( )]] =E, [Bsen()],
ac(zd)s L \i=1
AN = Z b5.en (1)
LEEq
so that:
An;q;N = Z Afb;q;N = Z Z b(s),Z,N(]-)

ec{0,1}4 e€{0,1}9 £€Ey n,
Now, the main question is: for which data (¢, N, ) do the coefficients Af. N> Seen as functions of n, grow

the fastest? One would want to use the larger operator Q 1., Whenever posmble, and to use the lowest possible
weights whenever possible (because lower weights means larger value of g, so a faster combinatorial growth). A

priori, the best possible choice would be e = (0,...,0) and N = (1,...,1). That is indeed true for observables
8 with non-zero integral. However, in our case, the fact that ) .4 3(a) = 0 induces a cancellation, which
makes the corresponding coefficient vanish. This can be seen with the following elementary properties.
Properties 2.3. Consider a single linear form bi,z,N' For oll 1 < i < g, the terms on the right side of
ng’iﬁ%il depend only on ay,...,a;—1, and the terms on its left side only depend on a;,...,aq. Hence:

(I) Since QSB does mot depend on a, the value of bgo(’zj) ),(No.N) does not depend on s. Without loss of
generality, we shall choose s to be 0 when 1 = 0.

(11) Bl 1)) = 20007 Sz B@ELL] = 0 and b () = (000, Soeza B(a)VEyL] for all £
N >1.

,0,e") _ (0,e") .
(11I) b se;o,z') (NNoN') = i€z IEM[IAJ.B;&N(.)]E 1By 0.y, (o) (L)) ice-

(e,0,") (0,e")
bs,(wo, 2),(N, N, N' Z bsﬂN La;°) b 0,(£0,£"),(No, N/)(lAjJrlih)»
JEL/MZ
since ngjgi*aifl(lAj ) - lAJH quaz*az 1()
(1V) In particular, b«(st:(z)fo) g =0 and:
(£,0,0,¢") ( ) (0,e") _
s,(£,£07£6,£'),(N,l,N(’),N’ - Z bs[ N ( 0) ( )(]_AJJ’_‘ZII)b07(£67£/)7(N67N/)(1AJ+“Z‘1+£O) - 0'
JEZ/MZ

(V)
(0»17"'71) _ d N (1» ) )
b87(517---7€q)7(N1,N2 Nq)(lAj) - (I)(O)afl Z Bla1) 1ba1 (L2,...,0 )7(N27---7Nq)(1AjHl)'

aleZd

(VI) Applying Point (V') and the fact that Za,bEZd B(a)B(b)E, {Qg)’)afb(l)} =0, we get:

(0,1)
by (e.0r,1,1)(L4,) = Zdﬂ u [Qra—v(1a,,,)]
a,beZ
;4D Ba)BO)u(Ajpe S =a—b).
a,bez4

Given a sequence € € {0, 1}4, we can iterate Point (I1]) above to cut b¢ ¢ ¢ into smaller pieces, for which 0

may only appear at the beginning of the associated sequences of indices, and then use Point (V) to transform
the heading ¢; = 0. Write m; < mo < --- < my for the indices i € {1, ...,q} such that ; = 0. We use the
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conventions that mg 1 := ¢+ 1 and €441 := 0, that b, =1 if ¢ = 0, and that an empty product is also
equal to 1. Then:

K
B 1,...1) 0,1,.
bi’K’N(l) o Z bs,(fl,...,éml 1) (le ) ’m1 1 Hb 7Zml» L l+171)7(Nmi:-~~7Nmi+171)(1Aj+el+~“+zmi)
JEL/MZ i=1
_ (1,..
= Y0 " oy DNy 1) (145)
JEL/MT
. i
17 7
X Ha Z 5 em +17 7£m1+1 1) (Nm +15-- 7le+1 1)(1Aj+€1+"‘+emi>.
2 aGZd
We sum over £ € E, ,,, and get:
[ASanl < Y0 [Ben(D)]
Le{l,...,n}a
< (M®(0))X sup ‘b( (14,) (2.15)
“. %1 ) jezMz 41, Ly —1),(N1,eey, Ny —1) N\ 744
6{1 }ml 1
K
2
xH 2, Z ,GSZL}R[Z Zﬁ a(Zm +1 ..... g1 1Ny 100 Nmi+171)(1A]')
=1 (Zmi+17~-~7émi+171) J EZd
€f1,..n} it M=
(2.16)
Fix w € (0,1] such that 2% < w < %9 4 ¢ and 5 € (0,w] such that w +7n < 2% + . The control

of (2.15) and of (2.16) shall be done Wlth the following technical lemma, the proof of which is postponed
until Subsection 2.4.

Lemma 2.4. Under the assumptions of Theorem 1.4 and with the previous notations, for every ¢ > 1 and
N = (Ny,...,Ng) € N%, for every j € Z/MZ,

1 (1 ) Ni+...+N,
sup ———— oo (La;)| =0 (An ), (2.17)
aczd 1+ |al? Ke{;n}q ‘ &N J ( )
- 1) f0Q1) if ¢g=1, N=1
(=1 |acZd
SIS BV =o ( iLVl+“'+N‘I‘1) ifqg>2. (2.19)
Le{l,...,n}9 |aczZd

We consider the following condition on the sequences € and N:

mi = 1,
N, € {1,2} (2.20)
ViE{l,...,K}, Np, =1 = Miy1=m; +2, Nigm, =1 '
NmiZQ = mi+1:mi+1

Note that this condition imply that m = 2K.

Corollary 2.5. Use the assumptions of Theorem 1.4 and the previous notations. Let m > 1, ¢ > 1 and
Ni,...,Nq € Ny be such that Ny + ...+ Ny = m. If Condition (2.20) holds, then

A5 o n| = O@);
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otherwise:
}An q, N} = O(anm)

In particular,

O (A™) VYm € 2N

o(A™)  VYm e 2N+ 1 (2.21)

{ B [Zn(B)™]
Eu[2n(B)™]

Ni+.. +Nm1 1) N1+"‘+le_1)

Proof. Due to Equation (2.17), the term (2.15) is an o(25, ifm; # 1,and an O(1) = O(2y,
if myp = 1.

Let us now estimate the term (2.16). Due to Equation (2.17), since ) ,a |a|7|B(a)| < 400, for all Ny > 2
and ¢ > 1, for all Ny,..., N, > 1,

2 Noz (1, No+Ni+...4+N,
A2 Z ~sup Z B(a Obge (Ni,.. ,Nq)(lAj) =0 (ano 1 q) _
ee{1,...,n)a JELIML | c7a

Due to Equation (2.18), this estimate holds when Ny > 3 and g = 0; due to Equation (2.19), this estimate
holds when Ny =1 and ¢ > 2.

The two remaining cases are Ng = 2, ¢ = 0 and Ng = ¢ = 1. When Ny = 2 and ¢ = 0, we have
a upper bound in O(2A2) = O (QlN0+ +N”). When ¢ = Ny = N; = 1, the same upper bound is given
by Equation (2.18). If ¢ = Ng = 1 and N; > 2, then Equation (2.18) yields a upper bound in o(A3) =

No+...+N,
0( no+ + q).

Hence, the term (2.16) is in O (A25) = O (Ql,]lv'”1+"'+Nq> if, for every i € {1,..., K}, we are in one of two
cases:
o Ny, =1, myy1 =m;+2and Ny, = 1;
o Ny, =2, mip1 =my; + 1.

myt-- +N)

Otherwise, (2.16) is in o (2[ In particular,

}A;,Q,N} = O(Ql?)

Ni+..+N,
! "™~ or one of the terms

Furthermore, if Condition (2.20) is not satisfied, either (2.15) is an o(2,

N N,
n (2.16) is an 0( 1 - 1) S0 ‘A qN‘ = o(A7"). This is the case, in particular, if m is odd. O

Condition (2.20) can be rewritten:

max; N; < 2;

g; = 0 as soon as N; = 2;

there exists J C {1,...,q} such that {i : N; =1} = |;c 7{j.j + 1}
gj=0andegjy; =1forall j € J.

Assume now that m > 0 is even. Let us write G(g) for the set of N = (Ny,...,Ny) € {1,2}9 such that
Ni+...+Ny=mand {i € {1,...,¢} : N; =1} is the disjoint union of pairs of the form {j,j + 1}. Given
N € G(q), there exists a unique e(IN) € {0,1}¢ such that (e¢(IN),N) satisfies Condition (2.20). Note that
g=Hi:e =0, N;=2}+2|{i : &, =0, N; = 1}| andm/Z =i :e =0, Nj=2}+|{i : & =0, N; = 1},

sothat [{i : ¢,=0, N; =1} =q— m/2 and [{i : N; =2}| =m —q. Then:
e(N) _ (0) (0,1)
bo?evN(l) o Z H b(fi)a(Q)(lAj+41+-»-+fi) H b(fufzﬂ) (1, 1)(1 J+51+--»Hi)
JELJMT \i: N;=2 i: Ni=1,6;=0
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Let Eq,n be the set of g-uplets of integers ({1,...,¢,) € {1,...,n}? such that M > 7 [¢;/M] < n. Using
Points (II) and (V1) in Properties 2.3, we get:

m Paczi B@)
TSR D Wl B VR

JEL/MZLEE n \i:N;=2

% H Za,bEZd 5(a)5(b)ﬂ(f4j+£1+...+zi; Sp =a— b)

d
i:N;=1,6,=0 A

a)2
— o(A™) )3 Z Z H Zaezdﬁ()

. a
JELIMZ g fy, ,, \:Ni=2 4

1 S aveza B@)BO) SpLy (Ao 4+ vjnisks Sty = a—b)

Cld
i:Nizl,EiZO [KJ/M-‘M

m 1 B(a)? abezd Pla S, =a—0
= o(A™) + &(0) 2 Z H Zaezdﬁ() H Z,b 74 B( )B(b)1(Se )

0eB,, \iNi=2 ¢ i:N;=1,,=0 ClMz'/M1M
mTa q—m/2
=o(A7) +®(0)2 | > Bla)’ > I > s 1(Se, = a—b)
acZ? liyelymy221 i=1 q,bezd
m/2 1
X > 11 od
VEE i=1 "¢

—m/2
m/2,nfzg:1 / £;

The sequence (2,,) has regular variation. Due to Lemma 2.7, for all £1,..., 0, m/2 = 1,
Z H a —m as n — +00.
V'cE = (1 +t3 5 )

m/2,n— Zq m/2

Hence, by the dominated convergence theorem,

m—q q—

AZRX ~ e (0)F Y Bla)? > Bla)B(b)u(Se = a—b) ;E

a€Zd £>1 q,beZd

vl3
w[3

+ |+
o |
N

—_ | =

If N ¢ G(q), or N € G(q) but € # &(N), we have already seen that Aif?l)\l < A", Therefore, by Equa-
tion (2.11),

E, [Z.(3 Z ST en Al

q=1NeG(q)

For fixed ¢, the value of ex does not depend on N, as the multiset of weights is the same. There are 2~ (™~ 9|
maps from {1,...,m} to {1,...,q} such that 1,...,m — ¢ each have 2 preimages, and m —q+1,...,q each
have 1 preimage. Thus,

Ym € 2Z, E,[Z2, Nm'Z2 (m=a) N~ 45
NeG(q)
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For fixed g, there are (qg{?/z) sequences N € G(q): each such sequence is the concatenation of m/2 blocs of

two different kinds, with r := ¢ — m/2 blocs of one kind. Thus, for even m,

w1+ 24)2
m ~ m ‘ P} o
E, [Z0(B)™] ~ A5'm!®(0) (1+%a7_(1)
3 2\ 5T "
. (m/2> (Z“EZQB(G> ) > > B@Bb)u(Se=a—1b)
r=0 £>1 q,beZd
r(1+2=9)? | g B
~mwmlrglj,,g_) P15 (S ee Y S swpsusi=a-b
2 «a acZ £>1 a,bcz
T (14 a=d)2 L
= :’Ln;izll—‘((l—:_ 7502) @(O)EO'GK(ﬁ,A,[L,T)m
2 «

Let ) be a random variable with a standard M LGM (1 — «/d) distribution. Its distribution function is even,
so all its odd moments are 0. Let Y have a standard Mittag-Leffler distribution of parameter 1 — a//d and
N be a standard Gaussian random variable. Then the even moments of ) are:
AT (1+ =)y I (1
iy - (OTO 2Tl i
(1+%224)  23(m/2)! 220(1

«

LY
2

E[Y™] =E[Y

so that, for even m:

B, [2.(8)"] ~ AE | (VEO)owk (8. A 1. THY) " .
We already know that E, [Z,(5)™] < A for odd m. Hence, all the moments of (Z,(3)/2,), converge to
the moments of \/®(0)ogk (B, A, i, T)Y. Since:

2m

(145229
m!T (1 + a;d)7

= —|—OO’

m>0

Carleman’s criterion is satisfied [23, Chap. XV.4], 50 (Z,(8) /2 )n converges in distribution to /®(0)oax (8, A, fi, T)Y.
when A X Z is endowed with the probability measure p X dg.

Finally, remark that:

_>n—>+oo 07

20 .5 20 2ol
Ay, A, [T Ay

so by [67, Theorem 1|, the sequence (Z,,(53) /2, )n converges strongly in distribution to 1/®(0)ocx (3, A, f, T)y
2.4. Technical lemmas. In the previous section, we used three technical lemmas, whose proofs would have
been to long to include into our main line of reasoning. Their statements and proofs follow.

We begin with Lemma 2.6, which we used to control each part of the decomposition Q¢ , = Qéog + Qélg.
Recall that & is the continuous version of the density function of the stable distribution with characteristic

function e~¥(VZ) Since 1(Se = a) = E, [Qra(1)] for a € Z, the following lemma can be understood as a
strong form of the the local limit theorem for (Sp)e>1.

Lemma 2.6. We assume that the Hypotheses 2.1 hold.
Let a € 74, For every positive integer ¢,

o (L
Qualh) = Eff) g (k) + (),
{4

with sup,ezd ||€vallz_5 =0 (ae_d’).
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Moreover, for every w € (0,1],

sup o™ [ Qua — Qrapll = O (2,47, (2.22)
a,peZ4
p#0
and:
— w —(d+2w)
1Qeap — Qea = Qep+ Quoll = O ((Jal lpl)*a, ). (2.23)

Proof of Lemma 2.6. Recall that Q4(h) = ﬁ Jpa e~" @) pl(p) du. From Hypothesis 2.1, and up to taking
a smaller neighborhood U, there exist constants Co, co > 0 such that || Pyl < Co and:

max { A, , e /B EIVE

_ ar, —1
}ge colul L(Jul ™).

forallueU.

Let € € (0,«). Since L is slowly varying at infinity and ¥ is invertible, by Karamata [34] (or Potter’s
bound [8, Theorem 1.5.6]), there exists £y > 0 such that, for every £ > ¢y and v € U,

&€
2 _ ’L<af/|v\>‘ L Il

vle
Since nL(ay,) ~ a$, up to choosing a larger ¢y, for every ¢ > ¢y and v € U,

(6%
wee < e g (aZ) < |o]ote. (2.24)
a; |v]

We begin with the first point of the lemma. Let a € Z% and ¢ > £y be an integer. By Hypothesis 2.1,

1 —i{u,a) pl 1 —i{u,ay \ L 7€ l
Qua= @n)d /Tde (wa) pt gy, = (27r)d/U€ WO du+ O(rY), (2.25)

and, for every u € U,

0 _ (V) L(VEul )

u

. R L i
L(B,B) L£(B,B)

< C (1 + €lul*L(|u| 1)) e~ L0 e (u) || A 5, (2.26)

where ¢ is bounded and lim, ¢ &(u) = 0, due to the asymptotic expansion of u +— A, to the continuity of

[/ (

u +— II, at 0 and since I, = see Equation (2.4)). Hence:

H(2717)d/ e*““’“%\ﬁﬂﬁ du _(2711')d/ e*i<u7a>efw(\/iu)L(h/iurl)Hg du
v U

< C/ (1+€|u|o¢L(|u|—1)) 6_00£|u|0‘L(\u|*1)£(u)
U

du
a ¢ |v|ao‘ ap
S Cﬂgd/ (1 +€%L (ae>) e ot ay L(\v\)§ (’U) dv
a,U a, v ay
< Ca;d/ (1 + [v]ote) emoll™"¢ (”) dv
a,U

ay
— O(Clg_d), (227)
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due to (2.24) and to the Lebesgue dominated convergence theorem. Finally,

L / it~ WTOLIVEU) gy~ Lg <a>
(27T) U a, ay

(v,a) v a (v,a)
1 / ag e_&p(@)L(ﬁ) — 1 / e_l ©w e —(v) dv
(2m)%af (2m)daf Jga
(v,a) v a
! / BT <e_&/}(ﬂz)L(lve) _ e—w(v>> dol + o (azd)
27T)da
IOy e
< ld/ SRR e dv+o<agd)
(27T)da a,U
(a/g d) , (2.28)

using again the Lebesgue dominated convergence theorem (with (2.24) for the necessary upper bound). Note
that the majorations we used are independent of a, whence:
sup

1 . -1
—i(u,a) o~ (VEu)L(|VEu| ) — = ~d
aczd | (2m)° /Ue ‘ du %(I) <ae>’ ? (af ) '

This ends the proof of the first point.
Let 8> —1. Let F: T — C be a measurable function, with |F(u)| < K|u|? for all u € U. Then, for all

large enough 2,
1 1
— | F)Pldu| <|—— | F)XI d
[y L Foptan < | g [ Pt aw
KCO / | BemeotlLIul ™) gy 1+ KO(r)

KC —c E% =
- <2ﬂ>d3+5/ MUCENE “) qu + KoY
ap

KCy
= (2m)d d+B

— K.O ( (C”B)) , (2.29)

where the O < - +’B)> depends on 8 but not on K.

+ [ Fllw O(r)

[ el du s o

With |F(u)| = ‘e‘““"w - e_i<“7a_p>‘ < min(2, |ul|p|) < 2'79|p|*|ul*, Equation (2.29) yields:
d

sup [ Qra — Qeapll = O (Ipl*a, ),

a€z?
which is Equation (2.22).

With |F(u)] = [e”%w@) — 1] |/} — 1| < min(2, |u] |p|)min(2, [u||a]) < 47|a|*|p|*|u|?, Equation (2.29)
yields:
(d+2
|Qea-p = Qea = Qep + Qeoll = O (lal“Ip|*a; ).

which is Equation (2.23). O

We now give a proof of Lemma 2.4, which was stated in the previous section. This lemma allowed us to

control various sums involving the coefficients bt 0l N ), depending on N, and was central in the proof of the
main theorem. For the convenience of the reader ‘what we have to prove is reformulated at the begining of
the proof.

Proof of Lemma 2.4. Let us introduce the following operators on B:

Ch,a,(t1,£0),(N1,..;Ng1) = Z Blag—1)Ne- ngMq g1 ﬁ(al)NlQéi?@_ang?al_ao7

ag,...,aq VA
ap=a, ag=>b
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and
1 1
Da,(€1,.‘.,éq),(Nl,.u,Nq) = Z B(aq)NqQéq?aq—aq—l . 'ﬁ(al)NlQé1?a1—ao'
ao,...,aqEZd
ap=a
Note that:
1w, (1,...,1
b () = EulDaen()] and 3 @by () = 3 B(@)E, [Daen()] -
(lGZd and

Hence, it is sufficient to prove that:

_ N- N,
sup (1+[a)™" 3" [|Daenll = o (254,

acz? Le{l,...,n}e
Z ™ B0 _fo@ i ¢g=1 N=1
prd | Peo = o@,) i =1, N>2
= ac

Z Z B(a)Dyen| =0 (Qlivl+"'+N"_1> if g > 2.

Le{l,...,n}9 ||a€Zd

23

(2.30)

(2.31)

(2.32)

e Restriction of the problem. We first observe that we can restrict our study to the case where all

the N;’s are equal to 1. The price to pay will be that we will have to consider both D, g 1. 1
Chae1,..1)- Equation (2.31) shall be proved separately with the next step (Case ¢ = 1).

) and

We shall prove the estimates (2.30) and (2.32) in the particular case where (Ni,...,Ng) = (1,.,1)

(or equivalently Ny + ...+ Ny = q), that is:

supd(l + Ja|") Z HDa,z,(l,...,l)H =o(A),

acZ Le{l,....,n}e
S 1D B@)Dagq,.. || =0 (A5) if g > 2,
Le{l,...,n}4 ||aczd

together with the following estimates:

sup (1+ o)™ > > B0 ||Crae,..n]| =0 (A1),

a€Z? 2€{1,...,n}9 bezd
and:

S YT BOI| D Ba)Chae,..n| = oA9).

Le{1,...,n}9 bezd a€zZd

(2.33)

(2.34)

(2.35)

(2.36)

Assume these estimates to be proved. If (Ni,...,N;) # (1,...,1), let j be the largest index such

that N; # 1. Then:
N.
HDav‘e7(N17"'7Nq)H S Z |/8(a])| ! HDaj7(£j+17-"7£q)7(17"'71)H HCaj7a7(e17--'7£j)7(N17"'7Nj71)
a;€2%

and

1Chae, vy || < D 18(a))]

a; €LY

b CLJ,(ZJ+1, 7Z )7(17’1) H HCaj7a’(€1)'“7Zj)7(N17"'7Nj—1)

(2.37)

(2.38)

Let us iterate this decomposition. Given (Ny,...,Ny—1) # (1,...,1),let T:={1 <j<q: N; >
2} ={j1,..., 47}, with j; < --- < jyand J = |J|. We also use the convention jy = 0. Iterating
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Equations (2.37) and (2.38) then yields:

sup (L+]aol)™ > || Dagesvu,vy )|
ao€Z* ee{1,..n}a

< Y B

aj€Z4 ity lg=1

J
<IT[ > Z > 1B(ag) [N |Blag, )| Nk

k=2

a]Jv(£1+JJ7 7 7 7 71)H

Gk @1 7(Zl+jk,1 ”ij)’(l”l) H

Ca

aj, €L bty g5l =1aj, €24
n
X Sllp Z (1+ ’a0|77)71 Z ‘/B(Gjl)|Nj1 Cajl:a07(£1:-~~7€jk):(17-"71)H ’ (239)
aOEZdél,...,eh:l ajlezd

Recall that, since n < %52 +¢ and S is bounded, |3(a)|* = O(|8(a)|) = O((1+ |a|")~!) for all 2 > 1.
Using (2. 33) on the ﬁl"bt term and (2.35) on the others, we get (2.30):

sup (L+Jaol)™ > || Dagesvi, Ny |
ag€Z? Le{l,...,n}a

-0 (ng_jJ) H 0 (lelk*jk—1+1> -0 (Ql%+‘]) — 0 (man-&-...-&-Nq) ‘

k=1

We use the same decomposition to get (2.32). The only difference is that the last term in the
decomposition becomes:

S > 1B || D B(a0)Ca;y o (Ertyy) (L) ||

L1, =1 ay, €74 ag€Z4

which by (2.36) is an o (Q[ﬁll) The exponent in the estimate is improved by 1, which is what we

wanted.

e First estimates. We first provide some general inequalities. From Lemma 2.6 and the definition of

Q.
—d
-+ 0 2520)
a
Since ® is proportional to the Fourier transform of e"z’(\/i'), it is n-Holder for all n € (0, 1], whence:

— 0 <a;d) ) (|a|ﬂa;d*") - ((1 + |a\")a;d) . (2.40)

|t

Due to (2.22),

Qé,lb)—a - Qg,lla N Qep-a — Qe—all = O (a[(d+w)> : (2.41)

sup [b]
b£0
In particular, since Y, 4 [b]“[8(b)| < +oo0,

ZB (DR | =

sup
a€Zd

= sup
a€Zd

Z BONQLS-, — Q)| = 0 (a7 ). (2.42)
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Due to (2.23), and since ), 4 f(a) =0

sup([al o) “IST Bo@Y_. — Q)| = sup(lal o)~ S BB Qup-a — Q)

bezd @ beza

= Silg(|a| )| D B0 Qrba — Qb — Qr—a + Quo)

bezd

-0 ( (‘“2‘“)) . (2.43)

In particular, using again the fact that ), ;4 [b]*|3(b)| < +o0,

S B@BOQY .| = 1| 3 B@)BONQes-a — Qus)

a,bez a,bez
~0 ( (d”w)) (2.44)

We will also repeatedly use the two following facts:

Z az(d”w) < 400 and Z az(d+w) = o(2Ay), (2.45)
>1 1

since (ag)¢>o is 1/a-regular and w > (o — d)/2 > 0.

e Case ¢ = 1. We prove separately the case ¢ = 1, which either involves different inequalities, or
shall provide the base case for a recursion. We have to prove four estimates, which shall be in order:

(2.31), (2.33), (2.35) and (2.36).
We begin with (2.31). Due to (2.44), if N =1,

SIS B@Dam|| =D || X B@BGQL-,
(=1 ||acz? (=1 ||a,beczd
=> 0 () =0
(=1

If N > 2, we use (2.42) instead:

DD B@)Dager || < BONY 8@,
=1 ||acZd =1 bezd acZd
= [ X 18O ) Y20 (o) = o(21)
bezd /=1

Now, consider (2.33) for ¢ = 1. Using (2.42) and (2.45),

sup (L [al") 1ZHD o0l <ZSUP > ARG

(=1 9€ bezd

_ ZO (ag(“‘”)) = o(2Ay,). (2.46)
/=1
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Next, we prove (2.35) for ¢ = 1. Note that Cy, )9 = leb)ia, and that (1 + |b —a|?) < (1 +
|a|")(1 4 |b|") since n < 1. Hence, by (2.40),

>3 1BOI[Coaial =D 3 18 ((1+16 - ala;?)

{=1 bezd {=1 pezd

= | D 1BOIA+ ") | (1+]al)) o (aZd>

bezd (=1
=0 ((1 + |a|")2li) .
Finally, we deal with (2.36) for ¢ = 1. Due to (2.42) and (2.45),

S-S IBOI|| Y. B@)Charo| = | - 180)] Zo( () —o ().

=1 bezd a€Zd beZd

e Case ¢ > 2. It remains to check four estimates, which shall be in order: (2.33), (2.34), (2.35)
and (2.36), for ¢ > 2. To simplify the notations, we omit (1,...,1) in indices, and use the convention
Dygp =1 for all a and £.

We shall prove (2.33) and (2.34) with recursive bounds involving the functions:

uq,n(a) = Z HDa,(él,...,@q)H and vq7n(a) = Z HD (b1,e58q) — Do(fl» A )H
O lg=1 01, lg=1

Note that (2.33) is equivalent to the statement that ug,(a) = o((1+ |a|7)A}), while (2.34) is implied
by the bound vy (a) = o(|a|*AL1) for ¢ > 2 (since Y aczd Bla) = 0). We shall express g, and vy,
in terms of ug—1.n, Vg—1n, Ug—2,n and Vg2 .

We start with the sequence (ugq,). For all ¢ > 2,

1) 1)
a07 ----- Z B CLl a27 Z37 EQ)QEQ,G27G,1 Qel,alfao
a1,a2
= Z B(a2) [Do,(es,....00) + Dag,(ts,...05) = Do(ts,....00)]
a1,az

% (B0, [y + QP ay — QL))
= Do (¢5....1,) [(Z B(a1)B(as Qb . a1> Qel oy (2.47)

ai,a2

+ 3 Bla)Blaz) (Q, 0, — Q) (@ s — @2?0%)]

+ Zﬁ (a2) (Dag,(t5,....05) = Do,(ts,....t,))

x [(zﬁmncz;QM) 0 S 0000 (0800 )

since Y, B(az)QEiLal = 0. Note that > [p|"™[B(p)| < +o0 and (1 + |az — a1[")|ar[* < 2(1 +
la1|™)(1 + |az|"). Therefore, using in addition (2.40), (2.41), (2.43) and (2.44), we get that, for all
q22,

1Dao.(er,...0) | = 1 Po,ts,..e | © ((1 + laol e, o(ag, ) + (ﬂelaeg)_(‘”‘”))

+ 3 180 1Dan ) = Dot © (1 o™ ol + 1+ faaotag ).
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uniformly in ag. If ¢ = 2, this simplifies to:
d+2w) d —(d+w

These estimates, combined with (2.45), yield for all ¢ > 3:

Ugn(a) = O | (14 [a]") [ ug-2.(0)o(2A7) + > |B(az) (1 + |az|")vg—2.n(az)o(A}) | |, (2.48)
aQGZd
and, for ¢ = 2,
usn(a) = o ((1+ |a|"A2) . (2.49)
Now, let us consider the sequence (vgy,). For all ¢ > 2,
1) (1)
Do (t1,..05) — Doer,..0 Zﬁ a1) Dy, (t,,...t (Qﬁhal,ao — Q)

_DO (£2,.. ,q)zﬁal Q€1,a1 ao_thal)

+ZB (@) (Par (ta,t2) = Dotart) (s g = Q) - (2:50)

From (2.43) and (2.41), we get that, for all ¢ > 2,

[Dan .0 = Dotrctn | = 1Posencl] O (mmg(d*”))

w _—(d+w
+ Z |B a |HDa1 ..... DO(EQ, w4 HO(’G,0| aﬁ (d+ ))7
a1€Zd
so that, using (2.45).
vgn(a) =0 | |a|* | ug—1,(0) + Z |B(a1)|vg—1n(a1)o(Uy) . (2.51)
a1€Zd

From (2.43) and (2.45), we also obtain:
via(a) = O (lal*). (2.52)

Equation (2.33) can be reformulated as ug,(a) = o((1 + |a|7)A%) for ¢ > 1, while Equation (2.34)
is a straightforward consequence of the fact that ) ;4 |B(a)lvgn(a) = o(A4™Y) for ¢ > 1 (since
> aczd B(a) = 0). We prove these two identities recursively, and more precisely that:

_ O(1) if g=1
_ 9 w _
) = 0((1-+ o)1) and suplal uy(e) = { G0 17

This follows from (2.48) and (2.51) by an induction of degree 2 for u,, and of degree 1 for v, . The
initialization is given by (2.46), (2.49) and (2.52) (for respectively w1y, u2,, and vy ).

It remains to prove Equations (2.35) and (2.36). Note that (2.47) and (2.50) hold true if we replace
D.. by C,,,... Hence (2.48) and (2.51) also hold if we replace u,, and vy, by, respectively, 4, and
Ug,n, Which are given by:

n

tign(a) == Z Z 18(aq)| || Cayaries,t) ||

£y, lg=1 aq€Z4
n
17(177'7,(&) = Z Z ‘B(aq)‘ HCafqzav(elv”'rgq) B Callvov(elv'“:gq)H )
éla"'yeqzl CLqEZd

Note that (2.35) is equivalent to the statement that u,,(a) = o((1 + |la|M)AL), while (2.36) is
implied by the bound 7y, (a) = o(|a|*A%) for ¢ > 2.
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The first terms are the following. For 4 ,,(a), we get:

iuala) = 32 Y 150 QL1

(=1 pez4

=anZ|ﬁ<b

=1 pezd
=o((1+a|m20) .

)11+ 160 (14 |af)a; )

For 1y ,,(a), we get:

u2n Z Z ’/B Z IB(al)Qg?b—ang?m—a

l1,l2=1pczd a1€Z4

S Y Bol|el, 3 s, |+ X s (@ ., - QL) @il .

l1,02=1pczd a1€24 a1€74

Z Z ’/B(b) <<1+ ’b’”) (d—HlJ)aZ_zd) + Z ’ﬂ(al)’0 ((1+ |a’n)( + ’al‘w+n>a£1da£2(d+w))

l1,02=1be74 a1 €724
=0 ((1 + |a\”)21‘2) ,

where we used (2.41) and (2.43) for the first part, (2.41) and (2.42) for the second part, and (2.45)
to finish. Finally, for 0, (a), we get:

t1n(a ZZW \H%ba

=1 bezd

o(|al*2An),

due to (2.41) and (2.45).

By induction, we obtain

dign(a) = o ((1+|a|MALT") and sup|al

a#0

Yy n(a) = o(2A7),
which ends the proof of Lemma 2.4.

O

The third and last lemma of this sub-section gives a simple formula for the asymptotic growth of the
: —d
quantity ZﬁeEq,n Hg 10,

Lemma 2.7. Let 1 < d < a <2 be and integer and a real number respectively. Recall that, for every g > 1,

q
Ein=1q2c{1,...,n}7 : ij <n
j=1
Let (az)e>0 be a sequence of positive real numbers with reqular variation of index 1/c, and Uy, := 71 azd.
Assume that limy,_, o0 A, = +00.
For every g > 1,
q
Z Ha Q[2p(1+—a‘
(14459
LeEg n j=1

Proof. We deal separately with the cases d = a (where () has slow variation) and d < «.
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e Case d = a. If d = o € {1,2}, then azl is l-regularly varying, so 2, has slow variation. By the
pigeonhole principle, for all £ € {1,...,n}P\ E,,, there is always one ¢; such that ¢; > [n/p]. Hence:

p D n n P n
O CEEND SN | U5 o) KU ol | CR B Dot E |
tebpni=1 £e{1,...,n}P j=1 t=[n/p] lo,o i lp=17=2 k=1

and thus Y pcp [T, a;jd ~ AP,
e Cased<a. lfd=1<a,

p _ —1 P ar. 4
) H(%) :/ H(fﬂ) dun -+ duy,
LeEy n j= an {[nui]+...4+[nup|<n} =1 an

The sequence (ay,)y, is 1/a-regular; by the dominated convergence theorem (the domination coming
e.g. from [8, Theorem 1.5.6]),

ngr—&r—loonp > H( ) / H“J & du - duy,

LeE,, P] 1

where A, = {(u1,...,up) € (0,1)P : Z§:1 uj < 1}. Finally, na;! ~ (1 — a7}
theorem [34], |8, Proposition 1.5.8], so that, as n goes to +oo:

> [T =0y (0 3 T1(5)

ZEEp,n ]:1

)22 by Karamata’s

EeEan 1
NQLZP( ) / Hu] & duy - - duy,. (2.53)
PJ 1

All that remains is to estimate this later integral. Note that, for all ¢ > 0,

/ H’LL] adul dup—tp/ HUJ édul dup.

P]]_ Ap]]_

Hence, using Fubini-Tonnelli’s theorem,

]. too a—1
uj @ du1 - duy, = al/ t a Pe” / uj ocl <1 dug -+ - duy, dt
/,,]Hl r(1+p—) 0 H {ZFo w1}

o +]1

_ g —t
_r(l +pt / Huﬂ / ¢ s uyz dbdun e duy

+j 1
+oo p
:—1 — </ u_rlxe_“du>
I'(1+p2zt) \Jo
_ra-3)°
S D(pedt)

Finally, using the identity I'(z + 1) = 2I'(z),

> [To ~ ooty .

£€Ey . j=1 L (1+p3)

2.5. Renewal properties. The goal of this Subsection is to prove Proposition 1.6. We assume without loss
of generality that the function L appearing in Hypothesis 2.1 is continuous on (z; L +0o0) for some xg > 0,
and that u +— uL(u™!) is increasing on this set [8, Theorem 1.5.3]. When o = d, we set for all x € (0, z0):

I(z) = /x " tL(il) dt. (2.54)
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We compute the asymptotics of g(p) according to the method in [59, Chapter II1.12, P3|, which yields
Proposition 1.6. Before starting the proof, though, we use the Fourier transform to represent g in an integral
form.

Lemma 2.8. For all u € T, let U(u) := anoEu[ei<u’Sn>]~ Under Hypothesis 2.1, the function ¥ is
continuous on T4\ {0}, and, for every p € Z,

2
90) = g [, (1= cos((up)) ¥ (w) du. (2.55)
(27T) Td
In addition, for all small enough neighborhoods U of 0,
sup |g(p) — —- 5}3/1_“8 lema )] du| < +o0. (2.56)
A LTI S p v DECE T |
Proof. Using the Fourier transform, we know that:
2 A
9(p) = 2u(Sn = 0) — u(Sn = p) — W(Sp = —p) = (2 /Td(l — cos({u, p)))Ep[e" 5] du

Thanks to the Lebesgue dominated convergence theorem, it is then enough to prove that:
Z \1—cos ((u,p)) ]’E #u,Sn)]

Note that E, [e""5)] = E,,[P71]. Hence, for any small enough neighborhood U of 0,
sup ZIE [/ S <y O[]z = O(1),

uGUC n>0

du < +oc.

which proves the continuity of ¥ on ’]I‘d \ {0}, as it is the uniform limit of a sequence of continuous functions.
In addition, for every u € U,

DB = (" (BTG (1)]] + Cr 1) < = I o).

n>0 n>0

Finally,
’1 - COS(<U7P>>‘ < C”M
L=l 7 L(VSu[7)
)

since 1 — |Ay| ~ 9|VSu|*L(]vV/3u| ™) as u goes to 0, and |1 — cos((u, p
L is slowly varying, this yields Equation (2.55). Moreover, due to (2.4)

ul?|p|?. Since « € [1,2] and that

A

M-1
oAy =) AMe Z AT = AM > kg
n>0 n>0 U k=0

As can be seen in this proof, the error terms which come from integrating over U (instead of T%) and using
I, instead of P, are uniformly bounded in p, so that:

M 1

2 1 — cos((u, i %
sup |g(p) — / M ELIL(1)] du| < 4-o00.
pezd @2m) )y 1= )\M ZO
This equation stays true a fortiori if we take its real part, which yields Equation (2.56). ([l

Now, let us begin the proof of Proposition 1.6 in earnest.

Proof of Proposition 1.6. We use the same conventions as in the proof of Lemma 2.8. For all small enough
6 >0, put U(9) := \/iilB(O, 9). By Equation (2.56), for any small enough neighborhood U of 0,

2 1 — cos( i k
- E,[IT; (
g(p) (277)(18%/(] 1— >\M Z )\ d’LL

sup < 400. (2.57)

peZd
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Fix € € (0,1). Under Hypothesis 2.1, for all small enough § > 0, for all u € U(J),
(VE LV ™| < e (vVEu) L(VEul ™),

and maxo<p<pr—1 ||[TI} — HS“L( < e. Note also that ZM M= (1= AM)/(1 = Ay,). Then:

1 1 € 15 1
‘1—Au VR L(VEd )| = T Al = T=¢ [p(vEu) (Va1
and
1 — cos( ! B 1- COS((“aP>) w
/U(5) 1 —AM kzo MBI (L) du /U(é) (VEu) L(|vVZul ) ‘ ‘
(1+2) 115 1 cos((up)
55( i~ >/U<5> BRIVl )
oo (WAL )
where:
_ 2 Lcos((wp)
Hslp) = (2m)4 /U((S)%<¢(\/§u)L(\\/§u]_1)> du
Hence,
. o 1— cos((u,p)) N~ | krarerk ~ _
tiy s Ay~ | [ S >~ MBIV du— Hi(p)| =0 (259)

Assume that there exists a function A : Z¢ — R such that, for all § > 0 small enough, Hs(p) ~ h(p) as p
goes to infinity. If in addition lim, h = 400, then Equations (2.57) and (2.58) imply that g(p) ~ h(p).

Now, let us simplify those integrals. First, note that:

1 1
" <w<¢iu>) (14 2Vl
Let €1 := (1,0,...,0). Then:

2 1 — cos({u,p)) u
Hs(p) = (2m)d9(1 _|_§2) /\/5‘1306 |\/§u\aL(\\fU|fl) 4
1 — cos( f P>>

dv

(27r Y9 (1 + C2 Vdet(2) JBo,s) ’U‘O‘LOU‘ b
1 —cos(|[vVE p|<v,61))
T e+ <2 Vdet() Jp0.0) ol *L(Jv| =)
_ 2[VE p|a_1 1 — cos({w, e1))
C@m)(1+¢2)\/det(T) S vE 06 [wloL(VE | [w] 1)
We shall now distinguish between three sub-cases: d = 1 and « € (1,2], then d = @ = 1 (in the basin of
Cauchy distributions), and finally d = oo = 2.
e Case d =1, a € (1,2]. In this case, most of the mass in the integral representation of g(p) is present
in a small neighborhood of 0, of size roughly 1/|p|.

Let n € (0,a — 1). By Potter’s bound [8, Theorem 1.5.6|, if § is small enough, there exists a
constant C such that, for all p € Z with a large enough absolute value, for all |w| < |p|d,

dv

L —1
o~ minjul ol 1) < [FUE] < Cmax(lup, o)
L(|pl)
For w € [—1, 1], we get:
1 — cos(w) Clw|?=a=n

Lo et <~ 2
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while for 1 < |w| < \\/iilp|5:

1 — cos(w) 2C
L < .
O Tl ) = Tl

In addition, L(p)(1 — cos(w))|w|=%/L(|p| |w|~!) converges pointwise, as p goes to infinity, to (1 —
cos(w))|w|~®. By the Lebesgue dominated convergence theorem:

2|p|*t T2 1 — cos(w)
Hj(p) ~poo 01+ L) / T — dw.

Since lim,_, H;s(p) = +o00 and the right hand-side does not depend on d, by (2.58),

2|p|*—t T 1 — cos(w)
9P) ~po0 T L) /0 v

Finally, using an integration by parts and [23, Chap. XVIL.4, (4.11)], we get:

/+°° 1 — cos(w) duw — T .
0 we 2T () sin (@)

Case d = a = 1. First, by the same computations and the monotone convergence theorem:

1 1 1
S u(Sn QW/\IJ(U) du = 2m9(1+g2)/U\u|L(|u|1) du(1+ o(1)) + O(1),

n>0

where U is any small neighborhood of 0 in T. But Halmos’ recurrence theorem [28] and the conser-
vativity of (A, i, T) implies that the left hand-side is infinite, so the right hand-side is also infinite,
and limg I = +oc.

Let us go back to the study of g. If & = d = 1, a neighborhood of size 1/|p| of the origin makes
for a negligible part of the mass of g(p). We must look at a larger scale, where the oscillations makes
the cosine ultimately vanish (much as with Riemann-Lebesgue’s lemma).

Let R > 0. using again Potter’s bound (in the same way as in the previous case), we get that:
1 — cos(w)
supLilpl) [ e S du < e,
pez Bo.Rr) [wL(p|[w]~1)
whence:

™ 2 0 — COS v
D by = [, e v s o))

d
= 1(R) ~ 10) ~ [, R o 0L )
Tel

By [8, Theorem 1.5.9a], I(R/|p|) > L(|p|)~*. Set F(v) := 1/(vL(v~!)), which is monotonous
on a neighborhood of 0. Remark that, by [8, Theorem 1.5.9a] again, |p| ' F () < |p|~'F(R/|p|) <
I(R/|p|) as p goes to infinity. Then, using the Riemann-Stieltjes version of the integration by parts [5,
Theorem 7.6]:

cos( ]p\v B ' 1 . 5 1 [0
dv| = |— [sin(|p|v) F(v)]’%x — — [ sin(|p|v) dF(v)
‘/ [olL(Jo[~1) /|

P Wl D]
< ;, (F(R/Ip)) + F(6)). (2.59)

Hence, Hs(p) ~ WI(R/M) ~ ZI(|p|™") as p goes to infinity. Since limy_o Hs(p) = +o0 and
I(|p|=1) does not depend on §, using the remark following (2.58), we get the claim of the proposition.
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e Case d = a = 2. The method is much the same as for d = a = 1, but the oscillations happen along
one axis in the plane. Hence, there is cancellation in almost all directions, but not uniformly. Using
again Potter’s bound, we get that:

-1
P =5 [ e e T T de O

; o ey PL( )
IVETp|
o oS “plr cos
=1y 10— g [ < E e g g ogup,

=T
[V p|

Fix n > 0. On {|cos(t)| > n}, as in (2.59),

27 é -1
/ / cos(|[VE  plvcos(t)) do dt
0 R
Vel

vL(v—1)

< 2 Leb(| cos(t)| > n)
-1
Vsl

Since this holds for all > 0, and since Fl’(é)/\\/i_lp] < F(R/]\/f_lp\)/\\/f_lp\ < I(\\/f_lp\*l),
we get that Hs(p) ~ ———I(R/|VES p|) ~ %)I(\p[ﬁl) as p goes to infinity. Again, this is

w4/ det(3) \/det(2

what we claimed in the proposition.

(F(R/IVSpl) + F(6)) + Leb(|cos()] < ) (VS pl/R),

O

3. THEOREMS 1.7 AND 1.11: CONTEXT AND PROOFS

Theorem 1.4 yields a limit theorem using only spectral methods. If the factor (A, u,T) is Gibbs-Markov,
then we also have the limit theorems from [62, 63|. Comparing the expressions of the limits yields Corol-
lary 1.9.

Using the structure of Gibbs-markov map, we can leverage Corollary 1.9 to get an estimate of the prob-
ability that an excursion from A x {0} hits A x {p}, with p € Z?. This is the content of Theorem 1.7.
Finally, Theorem 1.7 allows us to improve the main theorems from [63], yielding Theorem 1.11. In turn, this
improves Corollary 1.9, yielding Corollary 1.13.

We present our strategy in Subsection 3.1. In Subsection 3.2, we present Gibbs-Markov maps, and their
main properties of interest. Subsections 3.3 and 3.4 deal with the tightness and convergence in distribution
of the (renormalized) number of hits of A x {p} by an excursion, and from there the convergence in moments.
Finally, Theorem 1.7 and Theorem 1.11 are proved in Subsections 3.5 and 3.6 respectively.

3.1. Strategy: Working with excursions. Our end goal is Theorem 1.11. Let us describe the strategy
behing our proof.

The method used in [63] to get a distributional limit theorem for observables of a Markov Z%-extension was
the following. To keep things simple, we ignore Lévy stable distributions and stay in dimension d = 1. Let
(A, i,T) be an ergodic and conservative Markov Z-extension of a Gibbs-Markov map (A, y1, T) with a square
integrable step function F with asymptotic variance o2, (F, A, 4, T) :== E,[F?] + 23~ Eu[F - F o T*].

As in Subsection 1.3, let ¢oy be the first return time to A x {0}, and T{O} be the induced map on
A x {0} ~ A. Recall that, for any measurable function f : A x Z% — R and almost every x € A, we define

oy (x)—1

fop@) = 3 foTHa,0),
k=0

that is, foy () is the sum of f along the excursion from A x {0} starting from (z,0).
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For every n > 0 and z € A, let 7,,(z) be the number of visits of (T%(z, 0))k>1 to A x {0} before time n.

Then, for x in A :
Tn(x)—1

ST f(x,0) = zynTkxo z:fmoﬂm()

where, under reasonable assumptions on f and on the extensmn, the error terms are negligible for large n. If
f is integrable and has zero integral, then so does f{o} If in addition |f[{oy belongs to L” for some p > 2 and

if f is regular enough, then (7,,) and (35 0 f{o} o {0}) are asymptoticaly independent [63, Theorem 1.7],
and we have a generalized central limit theorem [64, Corollary 6.9|, which has the following form when d = 1:

STy
ngrfoo i \moZ, (F, A uT)
n4 GK y £y [y

where the convergence is strong in distribution and where L is a parameter 1/v/2 centered Laplace random
variable and where®:

1
2 i -
> oar (fioy, As i, Tyoy) L

o&x (fro1 A i Tioy) = By {ffo}] + 2E, [f{o} - froy © T{’B}} : (3.1)
Similar limit theorems hold in dimension two or when the jumps are in the basin of attraction of a Lévy
stable distribution.

Due to [63, Theorem 1.11|, we already know that the limit theorem holds for observables f which are
Holder and such that |f |{0} € L9 for some ¢ > 2. However, this condition is hard to check, and we would
like to get a condition which may be stronger, but more manageable. Our idea is to leverage what we know
about the observables f, : A— {#£1}, which we recall are defined for p € Z% by f,(z,q) := (L — Liop)(9)-

Note that f,, 10}(7) = Np(x) — 1, where Ny(x) is the number of visits to A x {p} starting from (x,0) before
coming back to A x {0}. In addition, for any observable f and any ¢ > 1,

H‘f|{O}H]Lq(A“u) < Z Hf('ap)H]Loo(A,u) HNPHLQ(AM) . (32)

pEZ

Hence, we are led to the study of HNPH]M(A,H) for ¢ > 2. Note that HNP”]L(I(A,M) = pra{O}HLq(A,u) + O(1).

First, we will see that ||NP||]L2(A,,u) ~ UGK(fn{O},A,,u,TV{O}). Moreover, comparing the conclusions of
Theorem 1.4 of the present paper with a previous result, we obtain that U%K(fn{o}, A, f{o}) =2(g(p)—1)
for every p. The control on higher moments (¢ > 2) of Ip,{0} helps us to extend Theorem 1.4 to a wider class
of observables, thanks to the argument in [17].

Our main issue is then to control HNPHM(AM for any ¢ > 2 with the weaker norm || N, ||; - (A,)- For random
walks, there is a simple argument, which we will replicate in the context of Gibbs-Markov maps. Recall that
a(p)~t := u(N, > 0) is the probability to visit A x {p} before coming back to A x {0}, when starting from
0.

To identify the distribution of IV, it is enough to consider the Markov chain corresponding to the times
at which the random walk is in {0, p}, which is given by:

a(—p)~!

/—\
1—alp 31—04
v

a(p)~!

Since the random walk spends as much time in A x {0} and A x {p}, we get a(p) = a(—p). Hence, the
random variable Np|{N,, > 0} has a geometric distribution of parameter a(p)~*. So || f, {0} H]Lq is determined

by [|£p.f03 [ > for all g.

In the context of Markov Z%-extensions of Gibbs-Markov maps, we cannot expect to know the explicit
distribution of Np; however, the same results will hold asymptotically, which is enough for our purposes. The

5Assuming (A, u, T{o}) is mixing, otherwise the formula differs slightly
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main idea is that N, — 1{{ N, > 0} is the hitting time of the event {f{07p} € A x {0}}, which becames small
as p goes to infinity, so a(—p) 1 N,|{N, > 0} converges in distribution to an exponential random variable of
parameter 1. Exponential tightness gives the convergence of the moments of N, which is what we want.

3.2. Recalls on Gibbs-Markov maps. Throughout this Section, (A, A, u,T) denotes a Gibbs-Markov
map. These models provide a large enough family of dynamical systems, including many important examples,
most notably inductions of Markov maps with respect to a stopping time. Together with the construction of
Young towers [65], Gibbs-Markov maps appear in a variety of subjects, including intermittent chaos [54, 25,
45], Anosov flows [11], or hyperbolic billiards [65]. Their definition is flexible enough to allow Z%-extensions
with large jumps [4]|. Yet, Gibbs-Markov maps have a very strong structure which makes them tractable. We
refer the reader to [1, Chapter 4] and [25, Chapitre 1| for more general references on Gibbs-Markov maps,
and to Subsection 3.2 for some more specialized results. Let us recall their definition.

Definition 3.1 (Measure-preserving Gibbs-Markov maps).
Let (A,d, B, ) be a probability, metric, bounded Polish space. Let w be a partition of A in subsets of positive
measure (up to a null set). Let T : A — A be a p-preserving map, that is exact and Markov with respect to
the partition w. Such a map is said to be Gibbs-Markov if it also satisfies:

e Big image property: infyer p(Ta) > 0;

e Expansivity: there exists X > 1 such that d(Tx,Ty) > \d(z,y) for all a € m and (z,y) € a X a;

e Bounded distortion: there exists C' > 0 such that, for all a € w, for almost every (x,y) € a X a:

du du du
< [ [ . .
dMoT(x) d,u,oT(y) < Cd(Tz,Ty) duoT(x) (3.3)

A measure-preserving Gibbs-Markov map is thus the data (A, 7, d,u,T) of five objects: a topological
space, a partition, a distance, a measure and a measure-preserving transformation. We will sometimes abuse
notations, and say for instance that (A, u,T') is a Gibbs-Markov map.

Later on, we shall use liberally many fine properties of Gibbs-markov maps. We put them together in this
subsection, which is divided in three parts:

o Fundamental definitions and facts: what is a Gibbs-Markov map, and what are stopping times.

e Good Banach spaces: the Banach spaces we work with, and the properties of the transfer operator.

e FExtensions and induction: what happens when we induce a Markov extension (A, fi, A) on a nice set,
and a distortion estimate.

3.2.1. Fundamental definitions and facts. Let (A, 7, d,u,T) be a Gibbs-Markov map. For all x and y in A,
we define the separation time of x and y as:

s(x,y):==inf{n >0: Vaenr, T"x ¢ aor T"y ¢ a}.

Let A be the expansion constant of the Gibbs-Markov map. Then (A, 7,77, u,T') is Gibbs-Markov for all
7 € (1,A]. Without loss of generality, we assume that the distance d belongs to this family of distances,
and (if needed) we specify the parameter 7 instead of the distance d. This simplifies greatly the induction
processes.

For n > 0, a cylinder of length n is a non-trivial element of m, := \/Z;é T~*r. Tt is given by a unique
finite sequence (ag)o<k<n of elements of 7 such that T'(ax) N a1 is non-neglectable for all 0 < k < n — 1.
Such a cylinder shall be denoted by [ag, . .., an—1].

With any Markov maps comes a natural filtration given by F,, := o(m,) for all n > 0. From this filtration
we define stopping times.

Definition 3.2 (Stopping time). Let (A, 7,d,u, T) be a Gibbs-Markov map. Let ¢ : A — N U {400} be
measurable. We say that ¢ is a stopping time if { < n} € F, for alln > 0.
If v is a stopping time which is almost surely positive and finite, the associated countable partition of A is
given by:
Ty 1= U{EEﬂn: wu(@) >0 anda C {p =n}},
n>1
and the associated transformation is:
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which is well-defined almost everywhere if ¢ is finite almost everywhere.

One of the great advantages of the class of Gibbs-Markov maps is that it is stable by induction, and that
ergodic Gibbs-Markov maps admits some iterate which is mixing on ergodic components, as the following
results assert.

Lemma 3.3. [1, Proposition 4.6.2]
Let (A, 7, A\, i, T) be a Gibbs-Markov map, and ¢ be a stopping time for the associated filtration (Fp)n>0-

Assume that ¢ is almost surely positive and finite, and that T, preserves u. Then (A,my, A\, 1, T,) is a
mesure-preserving Gibbs-Markov map.

Proposition 3.4. |25, Proposition 1.3.14]
Let (A,m,\, 1, T) be an ergodic Gibbs-Markov map. Then there exists an integer M > 1 and a o(r)-
measurable partition (Ax)rez/mz of A such that:

o T'(Ay) = Agy for allk € Z/MZ;
e cach (Ag, mar, \, p(-|Ag), TM) is a mizing Gibbs-Markov map.

3.2.2. Good Banach spaces. Let P : L'(A,u) — LY(A, u) be the transfer operator associated with 7. For
any bounded measurable function h: A — R, let:

LA o LA
Fh: {f v P(ng)m

For any a € m and any measurable function f : A — R, we define the Lipschitz exponent of f on a by:
| f|Lip(a.d) := Einf{C > 0: |f(2) — f(y)| < Cd(x,y) V(x,y) € a*}.
Definition 3.5. Let us define the following two norms:

HfHLipl(AJr,d,u) = Hf”]Ll(A,p) + 2aer ()| fILip(a,a);
I llipeeamam = IfllLeocaw +5UPaen [f|Lip(a.a)-
The spaces Lip* (A, 7, d, 1) and Lip™ (A, 7, d, i) are the spaces of measurable functions whose respective norms

are finite. The space Lip™ is the space of all globally Lipschitz functions, while Lip' is the space of all locally
Lipschitz functions.

A family of observables is uniformly globally (respectively, locally) Lipschitz if the Lip™ norm (respectively,
the Lip' norm ) is bounded on this family.

Let 0 € (0,1]. If we replace d by d°, we get spaces of globally or locally 0-Hélder observables. Any result
about Lipschitz observables can be generalized freely to 8-Hélder observables.

The transfer operator P acts quasi-compactly on Lip®. If the transformation is mixing, then the transfer
operator has a spectral gap, which implies an exponential decay of correlation for Lipschitz (and, by extension,
Holder) observables |25, Corollaire 1.1.21]:

Proposition 3.6 (Exponential decay of correlations). Let (A, m,d,u,T) be a mizing Gibbs-Markov map.
Then there exist constants C,k > 0 such that, for alln > 0, for all g € Lip™(A),

P”g—/gdu'l
A

< Cem ™ [|gllpipoo ) -
Lip>(4)

In addition, P maps continuously Lip! into Lip™ [25, Lemme 1.1.13]. This feature (that P maps a large
space of integrable functions into a space of bounded functions) is specific to Gibbs-Markov maps.

3.2.3. Extensions and induction. Let (A,m, A, 1, T) be a measure-preserving Gibbs-Markov map. Let G be
a discrete countable Abelian group with counting measure v. Let F' : A — G be o(m)-measurable. If

(A X G, uaxg,T) is conservative and ergodic, then for any non-empty subset S C G and any p € G, the

function:
) AxS — N+
oS {x — inf{n>1: T"(z,p) € A x S}
is a stopping time which is almost surely positive and finite.
Let S C G be non-empty and finite. Set:
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e a partition 75 :={a x {p}: p€ S, a € my, ¢};
e a measure g = v(S) ' p®@yg;
e a transformation:

Te . AxS — 4><S
T (@p) = Tees@(g)

Proposition 3.7 (Inductions of extensions of Gibbs-Markov maps are Gibbs-Markov). Let (A, i, T) be an
ergodic and conservative Markov extension of a Gibbs-markov map (A, 7w, \, p,T).

Then, for any non-empty finite subset S C G, the dynamical system (A x S,wg, A\, us,Ts) is a measure-
preserving ergodic Gibbs-Markov map.

Proof. Up to straightforward modifications, the proof is the same as in |1, Proposition 4.6.2]. U

We can then define a transfer operator Pg associated to any non-trivial and finite S C G.

For the remainder of the section, we assume that (A, 7, A, u,T") is a measure-preserving and ergodic
Gibbs-Markov map, G a discrete countable Abelian group with counting measure v, and F : A — G a
o(m)-measurable function. We assume that (A, fi,T') is conservative and ergodic.

In our proof, we will sometimes have to control the distortion of T}, : z + T*)(z) for various stopping
times ¢. This is done with the next lemma, which generalizes [25, Lemme 1.1.13]. We write P for the
transfer operator associated with T,.

Lemma 3.8. Let (A, m, A\, 1, T) be a measure-preserving Gibbs-Markov map. Then there exists a constant
K > 0 with the following property. Let ¢ be a stopping time which is finite with positive probability as well
as almost surely positive. Let A C {¢ < 400} be o(m,)-measurable and non-trivial. Then:

P11, <K

n(A) Lip®™ (A,7,))
Proof. Let n > 1, and let @ be a cylinder of length n for the Gibbs-Markov map (A, 7w, A\, u,T). By a

strengthening of the Distortion lemma, e.g. [25, Lemme 1.1.13], there is a constant K independent of n and
a such that:

1P (L) Lipoe (a,r,0) < K ().
By additivity, this inequality remains true whenever @ is o(m,)-measurable. For alln > 1, let 4,, := AN{p =
n}. Then (A,)n>1 is a partition of A. In addition, each A,, is o(m,)-measurable, and P(¥) = P™ for functions
supported by A,, so that:
P11,
p(A)

By additivity again, the Lip™ norm of the right-hand side is at most:
Ku(Ap)™ Y w(An) = Kp(A) 'p(A) = K. O

n>1

WA Y P,

n>1

3.2.4. Fulfillment of the spectral hypotheses. The spectral hypotheses 2.1 are used in our main theorems, and
Gibbs-Markov maps appear in a variety of applications. We provide here a simple sufficient criterion to
ensure that the spectral hypotheses are satisfied for Gibbs-markov maps. The hypothesis of aperiodicity will
be central.

Definition 3.9 (Aperiodic extensions). Let (A, u,T') be a dynamical system preserving a probability measure.

Letd >0 and F : A — 7% a measurable function. The corresponding extension (A, [, T) 1s said to be aperiodic
if the coboundary equation:

F=k+uoT —u modA,
where A is a proper sublattice of Z%, k € (Zd)/A, andu: A — (Zd)/A is measurable.

We prove the following;:
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Proposition 3.10. Let (g, i, f) be an aperiodic Markov Z*-extension of a Gibbs-Markov map (A, m, X, p, T)
with step function F. Assume that the extension is ergodic, conservative, and either of the following hypothe-
ses:
e d=1 and F is in the domain of attraction of an a-stable distribution, with o € (1,2].
ed=1and [, e du= e~ Olulll=iCsgn(w)]L(lul™") 4 (Ju|L(Ju|™Y)) at 0, for some real numbers ¥ > 0
and ¢ € R and some function L with slow variation.
o d =2 and F is in the domain of attraction of a non-degenerate Gaussian random variable.

Then the Hypotheses 2.1 are satisfied with B := Lip®.

Proof. The recurrence of the extension is among the hypotheses. Since the extension is ergodic, so is (A, u, T').
The existence of an integer M > 1 and a decomposition of A into M measurable subsets (A;);cz/az on which

TM is mixing follows [25, Théoréme 1.1.8].

We choose the Banach space Lip™ C L>(A, u) C L'(A, ). Then 1 € Lip™, and P cts continuously on
Lip®™. In addition, the subsets A; are o(m)-measurable, so for all f € Lip™:

||1AifHLip°°(A,7r7d7u) = ||1Aif”]L°°(A”u,) + 81€1p |1Aif’Lip(a,d) < ||f||Lip°°(A,7r,d,#) )
acT

so the multiplication by 14, acts continuously on Lip™©.

We use Proposition 2.2 to check the third item. The function F' is constant on elements of the partition
m, so, with the notations of [25] D, f(a) = 0. Hence, by [25, Corollaire 4.1.3], the application u +— P,, as
a function with values in £(Lip®, Lip®), is continuous in 0. But multiplication by e'wF) is continuous on
Lip>®, and Py(f) — Pu(f) = (Py_y — P)(e“F)} f). Hence, u +— P, is continuous for all w.

The action of P on Lip™ is quasi-compact: the spectrum of P is included in the closed unit ball, its
intersection with the unit circle is exactly the set of Mth roots of the unity, and the remainder of the spectrum
lies in a ball of smaller radius. Hence, the eigendecomposition of P is continuous for small parameters wu.

The hypotheses of Proposition 2.2 follow, except for the last one (that P, has no eigenvalue of modulus one
for u # 0).

Since the extension is assumed to be aperiodic, the spectral radius of P, acting on Lip® is strictly smaller
than 1 for u # 0, by [64, Lemma 2.6]. We point out that the later lemma uses the hypotheses that T
be mixing and F' integrable, but these assumptions are not used in its proof. We have checked all the
assumptions of Proposition 2.2, and thus the third item of Hypotheses 2.1.

The expansion of the main eigenvalue for Gibbs-Markov maps is done in [4] in the 1-dimensional case. If
F € 12, then it is an instance of the central limit theorem by spectral methods, as in [47]; otherwise, the
expansion ultimately satisfies:

1=y ~1— / e gy, (3.4)
A

and the formulas comes from [23].

Note that, if « € (1,2], Birkhoff’s theorem and the conservativity of the extension imply that F' has no
drift, which finishes this case. For a = 1, the expansion of f A e dy is part of the hypothesis. O

3.3. Tightness. In this subsection and the next, for any metric space (F,d), any « € E and any R > 0, we
write Bg(z, R)for the closed ball in (E,d) of center z and of radius R, and Sg(z, R) for the corresponding
sphere.

Recall that, for all p € G, for all z € A, we put Ny(z) = {0 < k < ppy(2) T*(x,0) € A x {p}}| and
Nop(z) =inf{n > 0: Ty (x) € {N, > 0}}. The goal of this section is to obtain an upper bound for the
tail distribution of Np,. This estimate will be used later to prove the tightness of a(p) ™1 N,|{N, > 0}.

Since T' is ergodic, we consider M € Ny and (Ak)keZ/MZ as in Proposition 3.4. For all k € Z/MZ and
f € LY(A, ), let I be the projection f fAk fdp-14,. Forall K > 0, we set:

Sk :={h: A—[0,1]} ﬂELipoo(A)(()’K)'
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Proposition 3.11. Let (A, 7, \,u,T) be an ergodic Gibbs-Markov map. Then for all K > 0, there exist
constants C,k > 0 such that for all h € Sk, for alln >0,

Proof.

PR (D)l 4, < Ce I Mtcam™, (3.5)

e First, let us assume that (A, pu,T') is mixing. We only need to prove the assertion for K > 1.
Let h € Sk.

If h < 1/2 somewhere, since Sk is convex and 1 € Sk, the function A’ := (1 + h)/2 also
belongs to Sk and satisfies A’ > 1/2. In addition, P(1) < PJj(1) for all n, so any upper
bound for HP”/(l)HLl(A’N) is also an upper bound for HP[;(I)HLI(A’M). Moreover, |1 = hllyiq,) =
21— h/’|L1(A7u)' Hence, if we get the bound (3.5) for A’, up to dividing x by 2, we also get the
bound (3.5) for h. Hence, without loss of generality, we assume from now on that h > 1/2.

Let f € ELipoo(A)(l, 1/2) N Sp1(a,)(0,1). Then, on the one hand, for all h € Sk,

h
‘/Ph(f)du‘=‘/hfdu‘Z/hdu—/h\l—f!duZH”Ll(A’“)- (3.6)
A A A A 2
On the other hand,

‘/APh(f)du'S/Alfldqu/A(l—h)\l—ﬂdM_/A(l_h)dH

1= Bl
< W llragy = 52 (3.7)
=Rl
= —
From (3.6), we compute:
’ Pu(f) 2[|Pll pwip () 17 lLip(a)
fA Ph(f) dl,L Lip™(A) a HhHILl(A,u)

2|1Pll L qripo= )

K
”hH]Ll(A“u) HfHLip‘X’(A)

<4 ||PHL(Lip°°(A)) K HfHLip“(A)
<6 HPHL(Lipw(A)) K.

Due to Proposition 3.6, there exists m > 1 such that, for any h fitting our assumptions, for all
pm1p
w(f) <

[ € Brips(4)(1,1/2),
We fix such a value of m. Then, the following map is well-defined:

P { Bripeo(ay(1,1/2) N S114,)(0,1) = Bripee(a)(1,1/2) N Spia,(0,1)

f s Pm™1p,(f)
Prip)" fdul=| [ F(p) 4 T PoFE () dul < (1 '
[ o= [ an I [ moto) a < (1- =gt

Ja Pu(f) du
Remark that 0 < P'f < P"f for all non-negative f € L', for all n > 0 and all h € Sk. In addition,
F preserves the subset of real-valued functions. Fix h € Sg. Then, for all n > 0,

1-h " I1=hll 1
0< / Pr™(1) dp g/ (P™1P)" (1) dps < (1 _ ”!WM)) < e*%m
A A

1
>

Furthermore, by virtue of (3.7), for all n > 0,
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so that:

1-h
7“ ”]Ll(A,,u)n
2m

FWlaian < ]

We have proved that the conclusion of the lemma holds if (A, p, T') is assumed to be mixing.

e Finally, assume that (A4, u,T) is ergodic but not necessarily mixing. Let (Ay)rez/nz be its decom-
position in components on which 7™ is mixing, and write py, := M pa,- Let K >0, and let h € Sk.
Let ko be such that ||1 — hHJLl(AkO,ukO) > |11 = hllpi(ay,)- Note that h-14, isin Sk when we replace
Lip™(A, 7, \) by Lip®(Ag,, mar, A). Let Py(f) := PM(hf) for f € Lip™®(Ap,,7a, A). Then, there
exist positive constants Cy, kg depending only on K such that, for all n > 0,

—ko||1—=h n — —
< Coe Oll1 =Pl ay g < Cper0l1=Rllrca

Ll(AkovlLko)
But then, for all k € Z/MZ, for all n > 1,

| P < A )|

|

1
( )H]Ll(Ak”uk ]Ll(AkOaNko)

< |B @)

L (Akg otk )

< Coe_ﬁolll_h”LI(A““)(n_l)
—kol|1=h|; 1 n
< Coeﬁoe I ”]L (A,p) ,

so that, for all n > 0:

1 _k011—-h
1P liag = 37 2o 1P lsay g < Coc?oe B Mutiann, O

kE€Z/MZ

Proposition 3.11 yields an upper bound on the probability that the orbits do not visit a given subset of A
before a given time.

Corollary 3.12. Let (A, 7, A, 1, T) be an ergodic Gibbs-Markov map. Let G be a set, and (ap)pec be a family
of non-trivial o(m)-measurable subsets. Let C,k > 0 be constants associated with Sy in Proposition 3.11. Let
K > 0. Let (1p)pec be a family of probability measures on A such that p, < p and Hdﬂp/dNHLipw(A) <K
for all p. Then, for alln >0,

Hp (Tﬁl{Tk(m) ¢ ap}> < KCemrlanln, (3.8)

k=0

Proof. We compute:
n—1 n—1 du
o | V@) # 0} ) = [ T] 107 L2
k=0 A k=0 dp

< K/ P4 (1) dp.
A »
But 1 —1,, € & for all p. All remains is to use Proposition 3.11. (I

3.4. Convergence in distribution. Let (A, i, T) be a sufficiently hyperbolic measure-preserving dynamical
system, and let (A,) be a family of measurables subsets such that lim, . p(A4,) = 0. Let ¢, be the first
hitting time of A,. As p goes to infinity, hitting this set becomes a rare event. Knowing that a trajectory
has not hit the set until some time gives us little information about later times, which implies that any limit
distribution exhibits a loss of memory characteristic of the exponential distributions. Hence, one can usually
prove that p(A,)e, converges in distribution to a exponential random variable of parameter 1. There is an
extensive litterature on the subject; we refer the interested reader to the reviews [16, 56, 29]. Note that
this family of results can usually be strenghtened, for instance to show convergence to a Poisson process [55,
Théoréme 3.6]. More promisingly, there are also ways to get a rate of convergence [24], which may be adapted
to get rates of convergence in Theorem 1.7.
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In the previous Subsection, we showed that, under any probability measure with uniformly bounded
density, the tail of the hitting time of a o(m)-measurable set decays exponentially, at a speed which is at
most inversely proportional to the size of the set. Now, we shall prove that, as the size of the sets goes to
0, the distribution of the renormalized hitting time is asymptotically exponential. This is the content of
Proposition 3.13. Due to some specificities of our situation (the hitting sets are not exactly cylinders, and
the distribution changes with the sets), we prove the convergence ourselves, instead of using some already
established theorem.

Afterwards, we shall prove Lemma 3.15, which is useful in the proof of Theorem 1.11 and whose proof
uses ideas very similar to the proof of Proposition 3.13.

Proposition 3.13. Let (A, m, A\, u,T) be an ergodic Gibbs-Markov map. Let G be a locally compact space,
and (ap)pea be a family of non-trivial o(mw)-measurable subsets such that limy, o p(a,) = 0. For allp € G
and x € A, let Ny(x) :=inf{k > 0: T*(x) € ap}. Let (1p)pec be a family of probability measures on A such
that p, < p for all p, and:

< +00.
Lip>(4)

sup
peEG

dp
Then the family of random wvariables (p(ap)Np)pec defined on the probability space (A, pp,) converges in
distribution to an exponential random variable of parameter 1.

Proof. At first, we assume that the system is mixing. We work with the distribution function 1 — F}, r of N,
under the distribution fdu, that is, for all ¢ > 0:

Fpp(t) = /A Lin,>epf dp

In a first step, we prove that F), y does not depend too much on the density f. This will imply the loss of
memory: in the second step, we prove that any limit distribution of (a,) N, is exponential, and that the limit
points do not depend on the choice of f. Then, we have to identify the parameter of the limit distribution,
which is done in the third and fourth steps. In the third step, we prove that some Z/2Z-extension of the
system is ergodic, at least for large p’s and, in the fourth step, we use Kac’s formula to prove that, for a good
choice of f (depending on p), the expectation of y(a,)N, is 1. Finally, in the last step we extend this result
to dynamical systems which are merely ergodic. We assume in the first four steps that (A, p, T') is mixing.

e Step 1 (mixing case): Loss of memory. First, let us prove that F}, ; does not depend on f as p
goes to infinity. Let hy :=1 —1,,. Then h, € S; for all p. Let K > 1. Let f € ELipoo(A)(O, K) with

f>0and [, fdu=1 Let n,k € Nandp e G. Note that F, ¢(n) = HP,?p(f)‘ . Since each

LL(A,u)

Py, is a weak contraction when acting on LY(A, p),

‘ pf(n+k)—F, pre(n ‘_’/ pn+k P;’fp(Pk’f) du‘
’/ Py (f)—P*f du‘
<1- pf(k')
In addition,
b ] <45 3], < ]
‘ ,Pkf(n) pa(n L(Lip™(A))’

and:
1= Fp (k) <K fllLeqa mlap) < Kkplap).
Hence, we finally get:

|Ey p(n+ k) — Fpi(n)] < Kkp(ay) +KHP’“ HOH .
L(Lip>(A))
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Since (A, pu,T) is a mixing Gibbs-Markov map, converges to 0 as k goes to

k
‘P - HOHL(Lip"O(A))
infinity (Proposition 3.6). Taking n = |u(a,)~1t] and k := |\/u(a,)~1] yields:

Fos (wap)-lu Tl u(ap))J) = Fypu(llap) 1)) + o(1) a5 p — oo, (3.9)

uniformly for f in ELipoo(A) (0,K) and t > 0.

Step 2 (mixing case): Limit distributions. Now, we prove that any limit distribution of p(a,)N,
is dg or exponential, and that the limit distributions do not depend on the choice of the measures
tp- For every p € G, we set g, for the density of u, with respect to u. By Corollary 3.12, there exist
positive constants C', k such that, for all ¢ > 0 and for all p € G,

tp(p(ap)Np > t) = /A L{u(ap)Nyp>1y9p At < CKe™™.

Hence, the sequence (u(ap)Np)pe defined on (A, ;) is tight. Let F' be the tail distribution function
of one of its limit points, and let Gr C G be such that the distribution function of p(a,)N, converges
to F for p € Gp. By Equation (3.9), F' does not depend on f. Note that F' is non-increasing and
cadlag.

If F(t) =0 for all ¢ > 0, then the limit distribution is dy, and we are done. Let us assume that
there exists T > 0 with F(T) > 0, and let ¢t € [0,7). Then F,1([u(ap)~t]) > 0 for all large

enough p € Gp. We apply Lemma 3.8 with the stopping time n,(t) := [u(a,) '] and the event
A= ﬂZp: (5)71 T*kag, which has positive probability if p is large enough. There exists a constant K’
such that P:Zf(t)(l)/Fp,l(np(t)) belongs to By pe(4)(0, K') for all large engouh p. But then, for all
k € Ny and for all p € Gp:

Foa (o) + Lyl 1 4 8) = Bt F i, (L) )
P Fp 1 (@)
Let ¢ > 0 and k = [u(ap)~'t']. Letting p go to infinity in G, by Equation (3.9),
Fit+t)=F@t)F{).
In addition, trivially, F = 1 on R_. Hence, 1 — F' is the distribution function of an exponential

random variable with parameter in [0, co].

Step 3 (mixing case): Ergodicity of a 7Z/2Z-extension. We have proved that any limit distri-
bution of ((ap)Np)pec is exponential; now, we show that its parameter must be 1. To this end, we
first prove that a certain Z/2Z-extension is ergodic. This fact shall allow us to apply Kac’s formula
in the next step, and from there to identify the parameter of the limit exponential distribution.

Consider the dynamical system:

AXTZ)2Z — AxZ)2Z
. { (T(x),q) if z ¢ ap,

(T'(x),q+1) otherwise

T (z,9)

Let 7, be the canonical projection from A x Z/27 onto A, which is a factor map. We shall prove
that this extension is ergodic for all large enough p. The idea is that otherwise, we could divide A
into two subsets which communicate only through a,; as the a, get smaller, this would make the
communication more difficult, and the mixing arbitrarily slow, which is absurd.

Assume that (A X Z/2Z, 1 ® (8o + 61)/2,T}) is not ergodic. Let I, be a Tp-invariant non-trivial
measurable subset. Then, since m,(I,) = 7, 0 T,(Ip) = T o my(1Ip), we see that m,(l,) is a non-trivial
T-invariant subset, so my(I,) = A. Doing the same with I}, we see that there exists a measurable
partition (I, Ip1) of A such that I, = I,,o x {0} U I,; x {1}. In addition, neither A x {0} nor
A x {1} are T)-invariant, so I, cannot be either, and neither I, g nor I, are trivial. Finally, since
the Z/27Z-extension is still Gibbs-Markov, its partition into ergodic components is coarser than its
underlying partition, so both I, o and I, ; are o(m)-measurable.
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The map T}, sends I, o N a, into I, 1 and I, 1 Na, into I, 9. By the big image property of Gibbs-
Markov maps, there exists a constant m > 0 such that p(I,;) > m for all p € G and i € Z/27Z. Let
fp = M(Ipp)illjpyo. Then (f,)pec is uniformly bounded in Lip>(A) by m™!. Hence, there exist
constants C’, &' > 0 such that |[P"fp — 1|p; 4y < C’e="" for all p, n. Hence,

/ P"f,dp > m(1 — C'e_"‘l").

I

But we know that:

—_

/ P'fpdp = w(T " Ipallpo) < I (T_(k+1)fp,1’ T_klp,o)
o k=0

plap N Ipp) <m!
1(Ipo)

There is a contradiction for some n > 0 and all large enough p € G.

3

< (T pallpo) < p(ap)n.

Step 4 (mixing case): Computation of the parameter of the exponential distribution.
Now, let us apply Kac’s formula. For all large enough p, the system (A x Z/2Z, p® (8o +61)/2,T}) is
ergodic. Let ¢, be the first return time for 7), to A x {0} starting from A x {0}. By Kac’s formula,

/nppd,u:2.
A

But ¢, =1 on ay, and ¢, =1+ N, oT on ap. Hence,

P(14,)
nlap)

1= / NpoT dp = / Np-P(1,,) du = / ((ap)Np) - dp.
ap A A

Let X be a limit in distribution of (u(ap)Np)pec, and let Gx C G be such that (p(ap)Np)peay
converges to X in distribution. We already know that X has an exponential distribution of parameter
at most k. By Lemma 3.8, using the stopping time 1, there exists a constant K such that, for all
p € G, the density P(1q,)/p(ap) lies in Bripe(4)(0, ). Hence, due to (3.9), the limit distribution
of (u(ap)Nyp) on (A, pu(ap) 'P(1,,)) is the limit distribution of (p(ap)N,) on (A, p), that is, the
distribution of X. Furthermore, the tail of (u(ap)N,) on (A, pu(ay)~'P(1,,)) is dominated by a
decaying exponential, so all the moments converge to those of X. In particular, E[X] = 1, so X
follows an exponential distribution of parameter 1.

Step 5: General case. We have proved the proposition under the assumption that (A, u,T') is
mixing. Now, let us assume that the system is only ergodic, but not mixing. Let M > 1 and
(Ak)rez/mz be as in Proposition 3.4. Let (ay,v,) be a sequence satisfying the hypotheses of the
proposition. Let k € Z/MZ, and let (7,) be a sequence of probability measures on Ay, absolutely
continuous with respect to ug := u(-|Ax) = Mu(- N Ag), and with densities uniformly bounded in
Lip>(Ag, mar, A). We define:

G, :={r€A,: 30<i< M, T'(x) € ay} € Ty

Note that pp(@,) < MY Mo' u(Aps Nap) = Mpu(ap). Let 0 < 4y < ig < M. Then, by [25,
Lemme 1.1.13], P®2~% maps continuously Lip! into Lip®, and:

pi (T (ap OV Apyiy )0 T2 (ap N Agriy)
S / Pi2_i1 ]-apﬂAk+1‘1 : 1&pﬂAk+¢2 d)uk’-i-u
Aptiq

< C:ukJril (ap)uk+1'2 (ap) :
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and so, by Bonferroni’s inequality,

pe(@) > Y (T ap N Apyi) = D> e (T (ap N Agyiy) N T2 (ap N Agyiy))
0<i<M 0<ir<ia<M
cM?
> Mp(ap) — ——p(ap)”.

Hence, pi(a,) ~ Mu(ap).
Let N, be the first hitting time of @, for 7%. Note that [N, — MN,| < M — 1 on Aj. Since

Proposition 3.13 holds for mixing transformations, the sequence (ux(a@p)Np)pec defined on (A, 7))
converges in distribution to an exponential random variable of parameter 1. But u(@,) ~ Mp(ap)
and MN, = N, + O(1), so (u(ap)Np)pec defined on (A, 7,) converges in distribution to the same

exponential random variable of parameter 1.

Finally, let (), be a sequence of probability measures on A whose densities (hy), with respect
to u are bounded in Lip™(A4,w, ). For any x € A, let 0 < i < M be such that T%(z) € Ay, and
set P(x) := (z,T"(x)) € A x Ag. Then v, — U, := P.v, is a transference plan between v, and a
probability measure 7, on A, with density:

_ dy, 1°&
R Vi > Pi(1a,_hy).
i=0
This transference plan yields a coupling between N, (seen as a random variable on (A, 1)) and N,
(seen as a random variable on (A, 7p)). For the sake of clarity, we shall call the second random

variable Np.

The sequence (h,) is bounded in Lip™ (A, mas, A). Hence, (p(ap)Np)pea converges in distribution
to an exponential random variable of parameter 1.

Let x € A. Let 0 < i < M be such that T%(z) € Ag. If Ny(z) > i, then Ny(z) =i + N,(T%(x)),
so N, = i + N,. The event {N, < i} has probability O(u(ay)), and |u(a,) N, — p(a,)Ny| < Mu(ay)
outside of this event, so (p(ap)Np)pea has the same limit in distribution as (u(ap)Np)pea- O

Remark 3.14. In our applications, a, will be the set of points x € A such that the trajectory (SpF(x))n>0 of
(z,0) under the action of T goes to Ax {p} before coming back to Ax {0}. If the Z*-extension is ergodic, then
the Z/27Z-extension used in the proof is also automatically ergodic, as it is the induced system on A x {0, p}.
Hence, the stage in the proof above where we proved that such a Z/27Z-extension is ergodic for all large enough
n s not necessary for our applications. This detour however made for a cleaner and more general statement
i the proposition.

The following lemma allows us to control the L9(A, i) norm of the Birkhoff sum of an observable until
N,,.

Lemma 3.15. Let (A, 7, A\, 1, T) be an ergodic Gibbs-Markov map. Let G be a locally compact space, and
(ap)pec be a family of non-trivial o(m)-measurable subsets such that lim, o p(ap) = 0. For allp € G and
x € A, let Ny(z) := inf{k >0:T"x) € ap}. Let (up)pec be a family of probability measures on A such that
pp < p for all p. Let C > 1. Then for all g € [1,00), for all f € LI(A, p), for all large enough p € G,

drp

Np—1
foTk < Cqa(p)sup

peG
La(A,up)

il - (3.10)
LLee (A,p) i

Proof. Let € > 0. Let f € LI(A, u), which we can assume without loss of generality to be non-negative. Fix
p€ Gand N > (1+¢e)N > 0, such that eN is a multiple of the period M of the Gibbs-Markov map. Define
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Ny(x) :=inf{n >0: n ¢ [N,2N), T"(x) € ap} > Np. Then:

NANp—1 NAN,—1
> for* <| > for*
h=0 La(Ap) h=0 La(Ap)
((14+e)N)AN] -1 NAN,—1
< > fork + Y, foT*
h=0 La(ag)  NF=0FN L9(A,p)
(2N+N)AN}—1
SA+ONflluagapm+|| D ol
h=2 L9(A,p)
Now, focus on the right hand-side. We get:
((1+€)N+N)AN,—1 p NAN,—1 p
E) S sert| | =R X sert] POy
k=2N k=0

By Lemma 3.8, applied to the stopping time whose value is N — 1 if N, < N (and +o0o otherwise), and to

the set A := {N, < N}, we get HPNfl(lezN)HLipc"’(A) < K. Hence:

HP(HE)N(leZN)HLOO(A#) < (1 + KCP_%> HPN_I(lezN)HLipl(A)
= (14 KO ) sl

= (1+ KCom 3 ) (v, = N),

whence:
NANp—1 1 ) NANp—1
eN\ o 1
S foTH SN luaagy + (1 KCr ) w2 N)a | S ot
k=0 k=0

La(A,u) La(A,p)
52
We choose N(p) ~ ea(p). Then p~ i converges to 0, while by Proposition 3.13, u(N, > N(p)) converges
to e7¢ < 1. For all large enough p, this yields:
NANp—1
S foTk < 504(29)(1+5j0(1))
k=0

S W -

La(A,pu)

The o(1) is independent from N. We choose € small enough that (1 + 2¢) < Cq(1 — €_§>, and then take
the limit as N goes to infinity. Finally, notice that dj,/dpu is uniformly bounded (in L*°(A, ) norm and in

, extends to Hzlljﬁgl o Tk) g

. so that this i lity, up to th tant Hdﬂ .
p), so that this inequality, up to the constant sup,c an .
3.5. Hitting probabilities and limit theorems. In this subsection, we work with ergodic, discrete
Abelian, Markov extensions of Gibbs-Markov maps. Let G be an infinite countable Abelian group. Let
(A,m, A\, i, T) be a Gibbs-Markov map, and let F': A — G be o(7)-measurable. We shall assume that the

associated extension (A, fi,T") is conservative and ergodic.

LLee (A, p)

First, we shall relate the probability that an excursion from 0 hits a specific point p with the moments of
the time spent in p. This is where the results from Subsections 3.3 and 3.4 are used directly.

Forp € G, let A, := {z € A: f{o,p}(x,O) € A x {p}} be the set of points = such that the excursion
starting from (x,0) reaches A x {p} before A x {0}. Let a(p) := u(A,)~'. The function « is well-defined
because the extension is conservative and ergodic. The next lemma asserts that it converges to infinity as p
goes to infinity.

Lemma 3.16. Let G be an infinite countable Abelian group. Let (A,ﬂ,f) be a conservative and ergodic
Markov G-extension of a measure-preserving dynamical system (A, p,T). Then lim,_,o o(p) = +00.



POTENTIAL KERNEL, HITTING PROBABILITIES AND DISTRIBUTIONAL ASYMPTOTICS 46

Proof. Let (Kp)n>0 be an exhaustion of G by an increasing sequence of finite subsets of G. For all x € A
such that oy () is finite, set:

N(z):= max min{n>0: TF(z,0) € A x K,}.
0<k<¢p0y (@)
Then A = {U,>¢ N~Y(n) up to set of measure 0, so that lim, o (N >n) = 0. But, if p ¢ K,, then
A, C{N > n}, so limy 400 SUPpe ke p(Ap) =0, ie. lim, oo infpere a(p) = +o0. O

Let us go back to the study of the local time. Recall that, for p € G and z € A, we set:

90{0}(1‘)—1

foqp@) =Np(@) 1= Y Lsr@ep | — L
k=0

which is the difference between the time spent in A x {p} and A x {0} in the excursion starting from (z,0).
Our next goal in this subsection is to evaluate the tail and moments of f, (o1 as p goes to infinity.

Proposition 3.17. Let (A, 7, d,u,T) be a Gibbs-Markov map, and G be a countable Abelian group. Let
(A, 1, T) be a conservative and ergodic Markov G-extension of (A, m,d, u,T).

The conditional distributions a(—p) LN,|{N, > 0} have exponential tails, uniformly in p. In addition,
a(—p) "INy, seen as a random variable on (A, u(|Ap)), converges in distribution and in moments to an
exponential distribution of parameter 1.

Proof. The random variable N, (x) counts the time the process starting from (x,0) spends in p before going
back to 0. On Ay, it is positive. For z in A, let T,(z) be such that Tygy(7,0) = (T)(z),p). Then, on Ay,

Ny(x) = inf{k > 1: Tf ,(T,(z),p) € A x {0}}
=1+inf{k > 0: T 1(Ty(x),p) € A x {p}}.

But, if y ¢ A_,, then the first return time of (T*(y,p)) to A x {0,p} is the first return time of (T (y, p))
to A x {p}. Hence, Tjo,(y:p) = (T (v). ), and:

Np(z) = 1+inf{k > 0: T (Ty(z)) € A}

Let Néo) be the hitting time of A_, for the process (vao} ())k>0. Then the random variable N, seen on

(A,a(p)1a, du) has the same distribution as the random variable 1 + NZEO) seen on (A, a(p)Popyla, du).
We write g} := Ty, . In addition, each A_), is non trivial (as the extension is conservative and ergodic),
and each A_, is (7o} )-measurable (because o (7o) contains all the information about the sites visited in
an excursion, and in particular whether —p is visited or not).

Due to Lemma 3.8 with the stopping time ¢y 1, the sequence of densities (a(p)Piopy1a,)pec\{o} 18
uniformly bounded in Lip™ (A, 7 py, A). Since mygy < 7o py, it is also uniformly bounded in Lip™ (A, m(gy, A).
By Proposition 3.13, the sequence of random variables 1(A_p,) Np(-) seen on (A, a(p) Po )14, du) converges
in distribution to an exponential random variable of parameter 1. By Corollary 3.12, this sequence of
random variables is also exponentially tight, so it converges in moments, which proves the first part of
Proposition 3.17. Since (a(—p))pec goes to infinity as p goes to infinity, (a(—p) 'Np)pee, with respect
to (u(-|Ap))pea, converges in distribution and in moments to an exponential random variable of parameter
1. U

Proposition 3.17 yields directly a rough description of the distribution of f, 1o} for large p’s: it is —1 with

probability 1 — a(p)~!, and an exponential random variable of parameter a(—p) on the remaining set. This
is part of Theorem 1.7.

Proof of Theorem 1.7. Let (K, i, T ) be a conservative and ergodic Markov Z%-extension of a Gibbs-Markov
map (A, u,T). We prove the second item, then the third, and we finish by the first item.



POTENTIAL KERNEL, HITTING PROBABILITIES AND DISTRIBUTIONAL ASYMPTOTICS 47

Let p € Z4\ {0}. The dynamical system (A x {0,p}, p® (8o +6,)/2, T(o,py) is ergodic. In this new system,

by Kac’s formula,
1 ® (8o + dp) / 1 ® (50 + dp)
1+N,)d = d =L
/A><{O}( 2 2 Ax{0} A0 2

Hence,
1+ E,[Np] :[41+Np dp =2,
so E,[Np] = 1. But, by Proposition 3.17,
a(—p) a(-p)
a(p) alp)

Hence, a(p) ~ a(—p) as p goes to infinity. Together with Proposition 3.17, this yields the second item of
Theorem 1.7.

Let ¢ > 1, and apply Proposition 3.17 to the moments of order ¢q of N,. This yields:

]EM[NP] = Eu[a(_p)ile‘AP] ~p—oo

15,003 + Ufaa = /A Ni dp = a(p) " a(=p)? [[a(=p) " Npll{aga i a,) ~ @P)7 a—p)E[EY),
D

where £ is a random variable with an exponential distribution of parameter 1. Finally, we use the fact that
a(—p) ~ a(p) and that E[€9] = T'(1 + ¢) to get the third item of Theorem 1.7.

We have proved that a(p) ~ a(—p) ~ Eu[fpz{o}]/z Due to Proposition 3.17, a(—p)"'E,[Ny|N, > 0] ~

a(p)'E,[N,y|N, > 0] = E,[N,] = 1. Due to Proposition 3.13 and 3.11, the random variable N, which is
the first hitting time of A, for Tyg), once divided by «a(p), converges in distribution and in moments to an
exponential random variable of parameter 1. Hence,

Eu [NO,p] ~ a(p),

Now let us prove the link with O‘%K(fpy{o}, A, pu, T{O}). Note that f}, (o} is constant on elements on 7y, and
that an{o}HLl(A#) < 1+HNPHL1(A7M) < 2. Hence, || fp {0} HLipl(A,ﬂ'{O},)\”u)’ as a function of p, is bounded. Since

Pyg) sends Lip!(A4, 70}, A, ) continuously into Lip™ (A, myoy, A, 1), and P{]‘g} contracts exponentially fast on

the subspace of functions in Lip> (A4, {0} Ay u) with zero average on each of the M ergodic components of
TM all the terms N fp.foy © f{ko} “ fpqoy © vao} dp with k # £ have a bounded contribution. Hence,

1801612 UéK(fp,{O}v A, K, T{O}) - Eﬂ[f;{O}]‘ < +0o0.

Note that, if the system is a random walk, then Pjg sends any function which is constant on elements of
the partition to its average, which is 0 for f, ro3. In this case, the supremum above is actually 0. O

3.6. Proof of Theorem 1.11. In this section we prove Theorem 1.11. Our goal is mostly to get a more
explicit integrability condition in the statement of [64, Theorem 6.8]. We first give a lemma which gives a
good sufficient condition for this integrability condition to hold.

Lemma 3.18. Let (K,ﬂ,f) be a conservative and ergodic Markov G-extension of a Gibbs-Markov map
(A, T). Let f: Ax G — R be measurable. Let q € [1,00). Assume that:

S @) D) e < oo (3.11)
peG

Then f{O} S ]Lq(A, ,u).

Proof. Now, consider a function f satisfying the condition (3.11). Without loss of generality, we can assume
f to be non-negative. Note that:

170 | = || 22 (FLo)ioy < N1 03,

pet Lo(a) P20
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Then, for all p € G \ {0},

N_p—1 a
~
H(flp){O}H]iq(A,“) - /A Z foTpyoTwpy | du
P\ k=0
1 N_p—1 &
= a(p)/A Z fOTfo} AT (0 pyp(|Ap).
k=0

By Lemma 3.8, f{o,p}* p(-|Ap) < p, with a density which is bounded in Lip®™ norm, and a fortiori in L>°(A, )
norm. We can thus apply Lemma 3.15 : there exists a constant C, independent from p, such that:

10 < CTCE 1Ll

Since a(p) ~p—oo ®(—p) by Theorem 1.7, up to taking a larger value of C,

_1
H(flp){O}HLq(A,#) < Ca(p)l a ”f('?p)”Lq(A“u) )
whence:

|l <€ 3 @@ 75 1D aga - O

pEZd
Finally, we prove Theorem 1.11.
Proof of Theorem 1.11. Let (A, 7, \, i, T) be an ergodic Gibbs-Markov map. Let F : A — Z% be o(7)-
measurable, integrable, and such that [ 4 F dpp = 0. Assume that the distribution of F' with respect to p is in

the domain of attraction of an a-stable distribution, and that the Markov extension (Z, i, f) is conservative
and ergodic.

We first assume that the extension (g, iL, f) is aperiodic.

Aperiodic case. By Proposition 3.10, this extension satisfies Hypothesis 2.1. We can thus apply Theo-
rem 1.4. Let 8 : Z% — R be such that:

e (3 has finite support;

hd ZpeZd 6(p) =0
Let f(z,p) := B(p). Then:

ST <~
L o k(AR T,
Vi (i = 0)

where ) is a standard M LGM (1 — a) random variable and the convergence is strong in distribution.

We can also apply [64, Theorem 6.8], with » = 1. The regularity conditions are satisfied, since f and r
are constant on the subsets of the Markov partition. The integrability condition “|f|sp) € LP(A, i) for some
p > 2" is satisfied thank to [64, Lemma 6.6]. Hence,

STy
\/Zk oM Sk:())

where ) is a standard M LGM (1 — E) random variable and the convergence is strong in distribution, and

where:
o(f) :NLITOON/ (Zf{o}OT{0}> dp.

Following the proof of Lemma A.2, o(f{0}) = oak (fio}, 4, 1, T{O}).

Hence, for any function 5 on Z? with finite support and which sums to 0,

oar(f, A, 1, T) = ook (fio: As 1 Tioy)-
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Take  := 1, — 1g. Then, for all ¢ € (1, c0),

0—2 7g7~7f 02 (f O?AvuafO)
9(p) ~p—roo GK(fp2 & ) = G nd }2 o) ~p—oo a(p),

where we used Theorem 1.7 to get the last equivalence. Note that we already obtain Corollary 1.9.
Let € > 0. Let > 0 and g > 2 be small enough such that:

(a—d+(5)<2—3>§a—d+25. (3.12)

By Proposition 1.6 and Potter’s bound, g(p) = O((1 + |p|)*~4+?), so a(p) = O((1 + |p|)*~4+9).
We are now ready to apply again [64, Theorem 6.8|. Let f : A — R be such that:
e the family of function (f(-,p))peza is uniformly locally n-Hélder for some n > 0;
o [7(1+ )= ‘e 1f (P laqa,, di(z,p) < +oo for some e > 0 and ¢ > 2;
° fA fdi=0.
To apply [64, Theorem 6.8], we only need to check that:
o B, (sup,eze D(f () < +o0;
o |floy € LI(A, p);
where D(f)(x) is the Lipschitz norm of f restricted to the Markov subset to which = belongs.

Without loss of generality, we can use the metric d” on A, so that (f(-,p)),cz¢ is uniformly locally
Lipschitz. Then D(f(-,p)) is, by hypothesis, bounded uniformly in p. Hence, sup,cza D(f(+,p)) is bounded,
and a fortiori integrable: the first point holds.

All is left is to check the second point. We adapt an argument by Csaki, Csorgs, Foldes and Révész [17,
Lemma 3.1] to control the norm of |f|;p}. Up to choosing a smaller value of ¢, there exists d > 0 which
satisfies the condition (3.12). Then:

1 a _1
S a) T FCD)Logan < C D@+ DT £ ) e

peZd p€eZ?
<C ST A+ 1pD TN D) agay < oo
pEZ4
By Lemma 3.18, | f[{oy € LI(A, u). This proves the theorem for aperiodic extensions.

Non-aperiodic case. For the remainder of this proof, we do not assume that the extension is aperiodic.
Let A C Z% be the set of the essential values of the extension [1]. Since the extension is ergodic, A ~ Z?

is a cocompact lattice. Let 0 € B C Z% be a fundamental domain for this lattice. Let:

e Ap = A x B;

o up =Bl u® Y cp s

e Tp(x,b) = (T(x),b+ F(x)[A]).
Since (A, i, T) is ergodic, (Ag, up, T) is a measure-preserving ergodic dynamical system, which is Gibbs-
Markov. There exists Fj : Ap — A, constant on the elements of the Gibbs-Markov partition, such that
(Z, i, ) is isomorphic to the extension (A B, B, TB) with step function F. The later extension is a conser-
vative, ergodic, aperiodic Markov extension of a Gibbs-Markov map.

The function f still satisfies our assumptions for the new system (it is uniformly locally Holder, decays
at a sufficient rate at infinity, and has zero integral). Thus, we can apply the version of Theorem 1.11 for
aperiodic systems; this yields:

STy
\/Zk; “o (S € B)

where ) is a standard M LGM (1 — E) random variable, the convergence is strong in distribution, and:

= ock (fB, ABy,U«B7fB,{O})ya

otk (5, A, 13, T 0y) = hm/ deMB+2Z fB‘fBOTvg,{O}dNB7

n—-+oo
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where the limit is taken in the Cesaro sense.

The proof of |1, Lemma 3.7.4] can be adapted to ergodic Gibbs-markov maps (instead of continued fraction
mixing maps), by replacing T % with M1 Z,]CWZBI TV]L which can be done up to a uniformly bounded error
term. As TVB is an ergodic Gibbs-markov map, A x B is thus also a Darling-Kac set, and a set on which
Rényi’s inequality is satisfied. By [1, Theorem 3.3.1],

b Diso Sk €B) L SRSy (A X {0} nTHA x B))

nrtoo S8 = 0)  note SPLA(A % {0} N TR (A x {0}))

Using the induction invariance of the Green-Kubo formula (Lemma A.2) with the observable fp on (Ap, up, fo 1)

—|B|. (3.13)

noting that the induced transformation on A x {0} is f{o}, we get:

otk (fB. Ap, 1. Tp ) = lim /Af2 dMB+QZ/Af'f°TV{ko} dps
k=1

n—-+o0o
= ’B|_laéK(f7A7,ua T{O})7 (314)
where the limit is taken in the Cesaro sense. Equations (3.13) and (3.14) together yield the claim. O

4. APPLICATIONS

In this section, we prove our claims of Subsection 1.4, starting with the geodesic flow and finishing with
the billiards.

4.1. Periodic planar billiard in finite horizon. Recall that the billiard table is R?\ Uiez, pezz(@+ 0i),

where (O;);ez corresponds to a finite family of open convex subsets of T2, whose boundaries are non-
overlapping, C3, and with non-vanishing curvature. For the collision map, the phase space is  := 9Q x
[-7/2,7/2]. The invariant measure is the Liouville measure cos(¢) dz d¢ in (x, ¢), where z is the curvilinear
coordinate on 0Q).

A particle has configuration (x, ¢,,p) if it is located in p + 00;, with curvilinear coordinate x on 00O;
(for some counterclockwise curvilinear parametrization of 00;) and if its reflected vector V makes the angle

¢ with the inward normal vector to d0O;. The billiard map To : 2 — © maps a configuration in 2 to the
configuration corresponding to the next collision time. This transformation preserves the Liouville measure
U, which has infinite mass.

We consider a particle starting from the original cell Co = |J;c7 O; with initial distribution v := o(-|Co).

The associated compact billiard is the system (M, v, Ty), with M := Cy and To (z,0,i,p) = (To(x, ¢,1),p+
H(z,¢,1)) Then (Q,7/9(Co), Tp) is the Z%-extension of (M, v, Ty) with step function H : M — Z? corre-
sponding to the change of cells. The quantity S! H(y) := Z;é H o T¥(y) corresponds to the index of the
cell containing T (y), for all y € Cy.

Let € > 0, and 8 : Z?> — R be such that Zpezz B(p) = 0. We associate the value 8(p) to the cell Cp, and
put for y € Co:

Yulw) i= 326 (SPH())
k=1

Proof of Corollaries 1.1/ and 1.15. Due to Young’s towers [65], we know that there exists a dynamical system
(A, 1, T) such that (A, u,T) and (M,v,Ty) are both factors of another dynamical system (A, fi,T). This
means that there exist two maps 7 : (4,4, T) — (A, u,T) and 7 : (A, 4, T) — (M, v, Tp) such that:

ol =Tom,

mol =Tyom,
ﬁ-*lazlu‘v
Tefl =V

Moreover, there exist F : A — Z% and f: A — Z? such that Foir=Hon and,@’ofr:ﬁow.
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The properties of the family of transfer operators P, = P(ei<u’F >) for such step function F' have been
studied: see for instance [60, 21, 50, 51|, in which local limit theorems with various remainder terms have
been established. The matrix 3 corresponds to the asymptotic variance matrix of (SI F/y/n),>1 with respect
to p, which is the same as the asymptotic variance matrix of (S0 H/\/n),>1 with respect to v, and is given
by:

Y=) C(HHoT"),
kEZ
where C(H, H o T*) denotes the matrix of covariances of H and H o T* with respect to v. Recall that
(SIoH/\/n)n>1 converges in distribution to a centered gaussian random variable with variance matrix ¥.

Let Z, : M — R be defined by Z,(z) := Zz;é B(SgF(x)) This function satisfies Z, o7 = Y, o7
on A. Applying Theorem 1.4 to the dynamical system (A, u,T), step function F' (respectively, the first

coordinate F} : A — Z of F) and B (respectively, p — [3(p,0)), we obtain Corollary 1.15 (respectively,
Corollary 1.14). O

4.2. Geodesic flow on periodic hyperbolic manifolds. We recall that M is a compact, connected
manifold with a Riemannian metric of negative sectional curvature, and @ : N — M be a connected Z%-
cover of M, with d € {1,2}. The manifold T'N is endowed with the o-finite lift px of a Gibbs measure
pas corresponding to a reversible Holder potential. The geodesic flow on T'N is denoted by (g¢)ter. Under
these assumptions, the geodesic flow on (T1N, uy) is both ergodic and recurrent (see [53] for the constant
curvature case, although the proof works as well in variable curvature).

Let (A,u,T) be a Markov section for the geodesic flow on T1M, as constructed by Bowen [11], [12,
Theorem 3.12|. The section A is constructed by carefully choosing a finite number of pieces of strong
unstable manifolds (W"(a))aer, then, for all z € W"(a), adding a piece of strong stable manifold W?*(z) to
get rectangles. We shall denote by p. the projection onto unstable manifolds, defined by p4(y) = « whenever
y € W5 (x) and x € W¥(a). Let r be the return time to A; by Bowen’s construction, r(x) depends only on
the future (the non-negative coordinates) of x. Finally, we put A4 :=J,.. W"(a) as the state space of the
one-sided transformation.

acm

The set A := @ 1(A) is a section for the geodesic flow on T'N, with return time # = r o . The
induced map on A is the Z%extension of the natural extension of a Gibbs-Markov map, with step function
F. Without loss of generality, we may refine the Markov partition on A so that F' depends only on the first
coordinate of the shift; then, the extension (ﬁ’ i, T) is Markov. The geodesic flow on T' N is thus isomorphic
to the suspension flow over (A, fi,T) with roof function #. In particular, T*N ~ {(z,q,t) : z € A, q€
72, t € [0,r(z))}.

Let f : T'N — R be Holder. The following lemma asserts that, up to adding a coboundary, we can
assume that f depends only on the future, which allows us to work with Gibbs-Markov maps instead of their
natural extension. While this lemma is classic [12, Lemma 1.6], we give a statement which is valid in the
context of Z?-extensions.

Lemma 4.1. Let (A, 7, \, u, T) be the natural extension of an ergodic Gibbs-Markov map®. Let (AxZ2, fi, T)
be a Markov Z%-extension with step function F. Let f be a measurable real-valued function on Ax7Z%. Assume
that:

ID(F)lloo = [Iflloc + sup sup | flLip(ax{q}) < +00-
gEZd aET

Then there exists a function u which is bounded by A(A — 1)~ || D(f)|lo., uniformly 1/2-Hélder, and such
that the function fi := f +uoT —u is By-measurable, with By = (\/nzo T‘"W) ® P(Z4).

Proof. Let pi(x,q) := (ps(z),q) be defined on A. We put:

+00 » "
u::ZfoT”—foT”oﬁ+.
n=0

6The metric being defined by A™°, where s is the two-sided separation time.
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The proof then proceeds as in |64, Lemma 6.11]: the function u satisfies the conclusion of the lemma. Most
changes in the proof of [64, Lemma 6.11] are straightforward; the only observation needed is that, if  and y

are in the same cylinder of length n in A, then T%(x,q) and T*(y, q) are in the same set A x {S,F(z)} for
|k| <n, so that we can use the Lipschitz estimate for each f(-, Sp.F(x)). O

We are now ready to prove Proposition 1.16.

Proof of Proposition 1.16. The proof follows the one in [64, Proposition 6.12], with a few significant modifi-
cations. The first step is to eliminate to past, that is, add a coboundary to get an observable which depends
only on the future, to be able to use [64, Proposition 6.1]. Let n € (0,1]. Let f : T'N — R be a n-Holder
observable, which satisfies the hypotheses of the proposition. We put:

o Jilwq) = [; fla,q,5) ds;
e uy the function obtained from f7 by the construction of Lemma 4.1;
® JLi= fg—I—ugoT—Ug;
o frlz,q.t) :=r(@)"f_z(x,q).
By Lemma 4.1, the function uy is 7/2-Holder and bounded. Then, using the fact that f LA fiis a

coboundary,
t t
/ ngsds—/ f+ogsds
0 0

Hence, it is enough to prove the limit theorem for f,. Note that fi is a coboundary if and only if f is a
coboundary.

sup
>0

<2 flugll, +2 | £ g+ 20l Il < +oc. (4.1)
o0

Let PAx{0} be the first return time to A x {0} for the geodesic flow, and 4, (o} the first return time to

A x {0} for T. The proof then proceeds as in |64|, with the same weakened criterion: we only need to check

that, for some § > 0,
t
/ frogsds
0

Now, we shall go back to the initial (invertible) system to use the integrability assumption on f. Equa-
tions (4.1) and (4.2) together yield:
t
/ fogsds
0

Finally, once again, we go to the non-invertible factor. Let ?g(x, q) = Hfor(') If1(-,q,1) dtH . Then:
o

sup e L2°(A x {0}); (4.2)

0<t<@ax{o}

e L2 (A x {0}). (4.3)

sup
0<t<pax {0}

Pax{oy(@,0)—1

< > FioT'(a).

n=0

t
/ fogs(x,0,0)ds
0

sup
0<t<wax{o}

The function f 4 is an upper bound on |/ i Which depends only on ¢, and thus not on the past. Hence, it
factorizes as a function of A, x Z%. In addition, the integrability assumptions yields:

S lalt e | 59|, < oo
qE€Z4

By Lemma 3.18, f i belongs to L2+%(A x {0}) for all small enough & > 0, which yields Equation (4.3). O

APPENDIX A. ABOUT GREEN-KUBO’S FORMULA

The spirit behind Corollary 1.13, and thus of our alternative proof of Spitzer’s theorem [59, Chap. I11.11,
P5|, is that Green-Kubo’s formula satisfies an invariance by induction which is reminiscent of Kac’s theorem.
We shall draw this parallel here, as well as prove a specific instance of this phenomenon which is useful in
the proof of Theorem 1.11. In what follows, the measure may be finite or o-finite.
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Given an ergodic, conservative, measure-preserving dynamical system (A, u,T) and a measurable subset
B C A such that p(B) > 0, one may define the system induced on B by (B, jug, Ts). Given any measurable
observable f : A — C, we also define the induced observable fp by:

ep(z)-1
fl@) =Y f(T"x)),
k=0
where ¢p is the first return time to B. Then, a generalization of Kac’s theorem [32] asserts that the integral
is invariant by induction.

Theorem A.1 (Kac’s theorem: induction invariance of the integral). Let (A, u,T") be an ergodic, conserva-
tive, measure-preserving dynamical system. Let B C A be a measurable subset with 0 < p(B) < +o0o. Then,

for all f € LY(A, ),
/fdu —/ fB dp. (A1)
A B

A consequence is that the map f +— fp is a weak contraction from L!(A, u) to L'(B, u). There are two
different ways to prove this theorem:

e Using the fact that the system is measure-preserving [33|: up to going to the natural extension, we
can define ¢_; p(x) :=inf{n > 0: T7"(z) € B}, and then using, for all n > 0,

/ fl‘P—l,B=n du = / fo TnlsoBZn dp.
A B

e Using a convergence theorem, such as Hopf’s ergodic theorem [31, §14, Individueller Ergodensatz fiir
Abbildungen]|, and the preservation of the measure for the induced system. Setting g := 15, one can
identify the almost sure limit of (S f)/(STg) with that of (S fg)/n, and conclude.

Green-Kubo’s formula’, at least at a formal level, behaves the same. For any square-integrable function
f with zero integral,

2 = 2 =
X du+2;[4f-foT”du=[BfBdu+2;/BfB-fBoTEd#»- (A.2)

The reader may compare Equations (A.1) and (A.2). As with Kac’s theorem, we may choose different
strategies to prove rigorously such an identity. Using the fact that the system is meaure-preserving, and
cutting in a well-chosen way the integrals above, one can see that they are formally the same. However, to
get a rigorous proof, one would have to use Fubini’s theorem, which fails in this case. This is not surprising,
as the infinite sum may not be well-defined, or a periodicity of the system may require us to take a weaker
kind of limit (e.g. in the Cesaro sense, as in Theorem 1.11). One cannot hope (A.2) to hold for any dynamical
system, or any square-integrable centered function.

Another strategy is to use a distributional limit theorem: for sufficiently hyperbolic systems and nice
enough observables, Green-Kubo’s formula is the asymptotic variance in a central limit theorem. Working
at two different time scales (with the initial system and with the induced system), one can prove that this
invariance holds. A very simple example is given by the following lemma.

Lemma A.2. Let (A, 7w, \, 1, T) be a Gibbs-Markov map. Let f € (A, ) be a real-valued function such
that:

e f is locally Holder: Y, 11(a)|flLip(a) < +00;
o [,fdu=0.
Let B C A, with u(B) > 0, be o(m)-measurable. Assume that pp is essentially constant. Then:

lim /f2d,u+2 /f-fode,u: lim /f2 dp + 2 /fB-fBode,u,
n—+00 J 4 ; A n—+o0o Jp B ; B B

where both limits are taken in the Cesdaro sense.

"The discussion can be generalized by taking two different observables: what is invariant is actually the underlying bilinear
form.
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Proof. Let M := ¢p almost everywhere. Under the assumptions, the Birkhoff sums (for T') of f satisfy a
central limit theorem (see e.g. [25, Théoréme 4.1.4], and use the Taylor expansion of (I — P)™1):

Su f
NG

where the convergence is in distribution on (A, u), N follows a standard Gaussian distribution, and:
2

1
o= lim /(ng)2 dp.
A

n—+oco n

— oN,

By |67, Theorem 1], the same central limit theorem holds strongly in distribution, that is, when the initial
measured space is (A4,v), with v < p. This holds in particular on (B, M p).

Under the same assumptions, the Birkhoff sums (for Tg) of fp satisfy a central limit theorem. Then:
Sa® fs
NLD

where the convergence is in distribution on (B, M g), N follows a standard Gaussian distribution, and:

—o'N,

. M
(0 = tim 50 [ (ST f)? di
Note that SI& fg = ST f, whence o/ = v/Mo. This yields:
1 1
lim — [ (STf2du= 1li / Te f5)? du.
n;rfmnA( W) dp= lm — B(Sn fB)” du
Finally, note that:
] | N
N/A(Sfrf)Qdu—N > /AfoT’“‘foT”du
k,n=0

N-1 n
ST ’
— v | [ Fanezy [ porortan
ano A k=174

Hence, o2 is the Cesaro-limit of ([, f2 du+230_, [, f - f o T* dp)n>1. The same manipulation with
% fB(,S’,{BfB)2 dp yields the lemma. -

In this article, the proof of Corollary 1.13 relies on this approach: we obtain two distributional limit
theorems by working at two different time scales, and then identify the limits. However, as can be seen,
obtaining these limit theorems gets much more challenging when working with null recurrent processes.
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